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DAPHNE DU MAURIER’S REBECCA:
A STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

'Nuri Fainuddin

Work As a Structure
Basically Literary, a story is a building consisting of
several element. A story is a unity or totality of the elements that
make a wholeness. The element of the story are called intrinsic
structwre. O
- The elements of the story are not ‘separated, they ‘work
together to make a good story: In developing it, there is always an
interaction among the elements (Sudjiman, 1992: 40). In a work of
literature, each element is used or chosen by the writer only in
relation with the other elements, they are always interdependent in
the story (Koesnoesoebroto, 1988: 28). '
Related to literary work as a structure that has a system,
Jean Peaget classifies the structure of literary work consisting of
three ideas as follow: : S
1. The ideas of wholeness , internal coherent: its constituent parts
will conform to a set of intrinsic laws which determine its

nature and theirs: - :
2. The ideas of transformation procedures, whereby new material
is constantly processed by through it:

The Biography of The Author ,
Daphne du Maurier (May 13, 1907-1989) was born in

London. She was an English novelist, best known as the author of

Rebecca (1938 film 1940)., a gothic romance about love and
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two daughters and a son, with whom they lived, in peace times, in
their country home in Hampshire. In 1941, Col. Browning was
made a General, the youngest of that rank in the Empire Forces.

Besides her novels, she is the author of two charming
books on her own family-Gerald, a study of her father, and the du
Mauriers, which goes back three generation and is delightful genre
picture andhashlstoncalaswcl,aslanryzmcrcsf Rebecca, the
theme of which is a little reminiscent of Ve, by Elizabeth
(Countess Russel), is her best known work. ‘and was one of the
most widely read novels of its year. It was made into an extremely
successful motion picture. Among her other publications. were
several short story collections and biography of Branell Bronte, Sir
Francis Bacon, as well as the autoblogmphy Myself When Young
(1977). |

' Her Ptmmpal works are:

The Loving Spirit (1931)
The Progress of Julius (1932)
Gerald: A Portrait (1934) .
‘Jamaica Inn (1936: film 1939).
The du Maurier (1937).
Rebecca (1938).
My Sousin Rachel (1951)
Frechman’s Greek (1942)
The Scape Goat (1957) :
10 The Internal World Branwell Bronte (1960).
11. Myself When Young (1977)
12. Hungry Hill.
13. The Parasites.
14. Mary Anne.
15. The Breaking Point
16. The Glass Blowers.
17. The Flight of The Falcon.

WONOLNAELN -
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proposed her to copy a portrait in the gallery. Mrs. Danvers
promiscd that she would not tell about the idea to anyone. Mr.. de
Winter felt existed. She thought that Mrs. Danvers would become
her friend, her companion. She felt very suitable with the idea of
her, then she sent the sketch to London. It was_the picture of
Cearoline de Winter, a sister of Mazim’s great-great grandfather.
The party was almost to start, de Winter still wore
gown. She came to the hall with the sound of drum. She intended

to make a'surprise to all of them. She was very disappointed,

smiling at her triumphantly. ‘Beatrice went to her.room and asked
he to wear her dress, a bluc, dress she wore. Beatrice explained.
part. After Beatrice went to the hall, she wore the bluc one and
went to the party. Mr.-de Winter did not talk to her, though he

- In the morning, Mr. de Winter was not at home. Mrs. de
Winter felt that her husband hated her very much. Mrs. Danvers
came to her and began to terrorize her. Mrs. de Winter should go
from Manderly or she should fallen herself down stair. Mrs. de .
Winter felt sad. She felt that Manderley was not her home. She felt
all of that still belonged to Rebecca.

There was a ship struck in the bay of Manderley, by the
day.Whenthcdiverwentdowntosearchﬂzeho!eofﬂxeship,
there was a bot lied beside the ship. That belonged to Rebecca and
there was a body lying there, in the cabin of the boat. Mrs. de
Winter knew the news from Captain Searle, the Master of the
Kerrith Harbour when he came to Manderley to tell Mr. de Winter
about the boat.
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After reading the story of Rebecca, the writer of this thesis
can conclude that the theme ofthcstoxyisawifewho felt that her
husband did not love her becayse he could not forget his first wife
who had cverything : breeding, brain and beauty. ,

Mrs. de Winter was an orphan who had po family. She
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the late first wife of Mr. de Winter, Moreover she could not
understand about Mr. de Winter’s attitude, as if he did not love her.
She felt under estimate. She was jealous to Rebecca. Mrs. de
Winter did not know who Rebecca was exactly.  Everyone told
Rebeccea as if she was the best person. Mrs. de Winter felt that her
amival in Manderley is useless, Furthermore she came from the
different social class from Mr. de Winter. | |

Mrs. de Winter was not in despair. She tried to discuss the
problem to her husband. Mr. de Winter. Mr. de Winter asked about
her problem. He told her who was Rebecca exactly. Rebecca was
not a real wife. Their marriage was only a printed. Everyone knew
them as a suitable couple, but they were not really happy. -

Pht - R ot - 0

Rebecea is kind of complete story since it has elements of
plot which are stated by S. Tasrif. All the clements are structured
chronologically. Flash back is to used to give problem solving
clearly. ‘ ‘ ,

Thestoryochbmbeginsﬁ'ommesityaﬁon,thcauﬁ)or
starts to describe the situation of the characters. This part starts
from page 5 until page 17, the story develops to generating
circumstances, the events that have relationship start to move. It is
in page 17 until page 81. StolyOOMnuestodeveloptothcrising
acﬁon,thesiumﬁonwﬂlbegetﬁngtoclimax,inpagem until page
251, and the turning point or climax is in page 251 until page 314.
Thestoryisﬁnishedwithdenonnocmem,ﬂxeamhorgivesthe
problemsolvingﬁomallevcnt,inpage3l4unﬁlpage446.

In the situation, the author starts to illustrate the situation
ofthcchamctcrsinpageStmﬁlpage 17. The story begins with a
kind girl,anorphanwhoworkedasacompaniontoa‘snob
woman, Mrs. Van Hopper. Mrs. Van Hopper liked travelling to
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The technical iltustration of characters or character define.
ation in Rebecca which l’susedbytheamhor'amafoﬂow.
1. Physical descripion N
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2. Portrayal of thought stream or of conscious thought

The characterization is illustrated through the stream of
thought of the character. The followmg example indicates the
statement above:

I supposed I was not major event. Yet if I had been onc would
have said something , uncxpressed opinion, written two words?
Unless of course one bad taken a dislike to the wife, or thonght
her unsuitable. Then of course it would be different. Still,
Beatricehat taken the trouble to go up to London and to buy the
books for me. She would not have done if the dislike me.

3. Reaction of others to characters
- The characterization of characters is illustrated through
reaction of other characters to him. For example:

And at half-past three, punctual to the moment, I heart the sound
ofBeamcescm'mdﬁeswecpofthcdnvemdpuﬂupathc
steps before the house.

I run out to meet her, ready dress my gloves in my hand. “Well,
my dear, here | am, what a splendid day isn’t it?”

She slammed the door of the car and came up the steps to meet
me. She have me a hard swift, kiss, brushing me somewherc near
the car. -

“You’re not like the other one.” He said.
“Who do you mean?” I said, “What other one?” He
shook his head. His eyes were sly again.
He laid his finger again his nose. “Tall and dark
she was.” He said.
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4. Direct author analysis 7
The characterization of the character are illustrated directly

| by the author. For example :

ltwasMs.Danvéxs.lShanm,fmgaﬂxcex;xessiononha
faoe,loatsomc,uiumphant ’lhcfaceonanexnltingdcvil.She
stood there smiling at me.

Wintcnner.deWincrinMonteCado.Mstoryoonﬁmwith
their i andﬂ:en'Mr.deWImerbtoughthe(to g

: m'!';::ﬁostseltmg ofphcemtakeninMandaiewaas
ﬂ!eplaoewhiehwas_ownedbyMr.W'mter.'Manderleywasalarge
pboewhichconsiswdofahrgehouse;amleas,happyvancy,and
cottag:ind:ewood.'l‘helargehousehadmanyrooms,for
examples: library, minstrel gallery, morning room, and drawing
mom.Setﬁngofplaccindedeandeﬂeywasabeauﬁﬁd
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3. Setting of Social Culture _
The social culture of Rebecca are the costume to celebrate
fancy dress ball and garden party.

Literary Devices of Rebecca
Literary devices of Rebecca can be divided into point of vie
and style. Both elements can be described as follows:
1. Point of View
Nmpointofviewwhichismedinkcbecmisﬁrst-pcmon
omniscicnt‘sincemostreadcrswmﬂdﬁndasspeaker-na!ramr using
“I” and knowing everything unbelievable and godlike. However it
removed from the action. The speaker-narrator in Rebecca is Mrs.
de Winter who told the story. The following quotation indicates the
statement above: : ;
. Ifomdmysclfintheomxidmwhcrelhadstoodﬂmtﬁxst
moming,!hadnotbwnﬁnaesime,norhadlwishedmgo.ne
szmsuwnedinﬁontﬂxewinduwhdzealcovcmdmadegold :

pattern on the dark paneling
I was sitting in the little room again. The room like a waiting-
room at the station. The poki was there, bending over me,

givingmcaghssofwatcr,mdsomeonc‘shmd was on my arm,
Frank’s hand. Isatq:ﬁtcstill,ﬂ)eﬂoor,thewalls.tbcﬁguasof
ankanddxcpo!icemenmldngsolidshapcbcforeme.

Conclusion

1. The structural element of Rebecca, are :
a. Theme
. The theme of Rebecca is a wife who felt that her husband
did not love her because he could not get over his late first wife
who had everything; breeding, brain and beauty.




b. Literary Facts
1) Plot

- There are several techniques of characterization. They are
physical description, portrayal of thought stream of conscious
thought, reaction of others, direct author analysis, conversation
of others, about the character and reaction to event,

3) Setting -

Theream‘thcrekindsofsetﬁnginRebecca They are,
setting of place, setting of time, and setting of social culture.
¢. Literary Devices '

1) Point of View

Rebecca uses First-person omniscient since the speaker-
narrator using “I” and knowing every unbelievable and to Got-
like however removed from the action.

2) Style

The style of Rebecca uses comparison, hyperbole, and
slang.




2. Structuraily there is a relationship among the element in
building up Rebecca. Each element helps each other make that
the story has wholeness and totality.
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