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Abstrak

Studi ini ingin menganalisis bagaimana kebijakan pendidikan di Indonesia dalam merespons
gangguan pembelajaran setelah pandemic berlalu. Dampak kehilangan pembelajaran dan
penurunan kemampuan belajar siswa mendorong dilakukannya upaya strategis dalam pemulihan
pembelajaran di Indonesia. Hasil penelitian ini mendapati bahwa Indonesia memainkan peran
sebagai penyelenggara negara merespons pemulihan pendidikan melalui berbagai kebijakan, di
antaranya; Pertama, menetapkan asesmen nasional sebagai upaya pemetaan awal dampak dari
learning lost. Kedua, melakukan pengembangan teknologi digital dalam pendidikan. Ketiga,
memperbarui komitmen dunia di bidang pendidikan dalam mewujudkan transformasi pendidikan.
Kebijakan pemulihan pembelajaran tersebut, jika diamati merupakan bagian dari posisi Indonesia
di ranah internasional sebagai presidensi G20. Indonesia perlu merasa terlibat dan sharing ke
sesama masyarakat dunia internasional bagaimana dalam proses penyelenggaraan kebijakan
layanan publik dan perbaikan kembali setelah Covid-19, terutama dalam pendidikan.

Kata kunci: Learning Lost; Kebijakan Pendidikan; Transformasi.
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Abstract

This study wants to analyze how education policy in Indonesia responds to learning disruptions
after the pandemic has passed. The impact of loss of learning and a decrease in students' learning
abilities has prompted strategic efforts to restore learning in Indonesia. The results of this study
found that Indonesia played a role as a state administrator responding to the restoration of
education through various policies, including; First, establish a national assessment as an effort to
map the initial impact of learning lost. Second, developing digital technology in education. 7hird,
renewing the world's commitment in the field of education in realizing educational transformation.
The learning recovery policy, if observed, is part of Indonesia's position in the international sphere
as the G20 presidency. Indonesia needs to feel involved and share with the international
community how it is in the process of implementing public service policies and repairing them after
Covid-19, especially in education.
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INTRODUCTION

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a
very significant impact on all public sectors.
Education in Indonesia is one sector that is
experiencing pressure, especially changes in
the learning process. Among them, students
experienced learning loss during the
pandemic (Angrist et al. 2021). In a study
conducted by the Ministry of Education and
Culture  (Kemendikbud), students in
Indonesia experience learning lost which is
equivalent to six months and five months of
study for literacy and numeracy respectively
(www.kemdikbud.go.id). This major impact
gives attention to the recovery of learning
conditions in Indonesia (Rizaldi & Fatimah,
2022), with the need to design more
strategic education policies.

This study aims to analyze the policies
implemented in  Indonesia  towards
education after the pandemic. As a public
service sector, education in Indonesia needs
to be accommodated by policies that are
more oriented towards aspects of recovery
that can reinforce the learning process for
students. Some of the latest research on
post-pandemic  education  policy and
management can be seen in various
scientific publications. For example, Sari
(2022), he reviews how madrasah
leadership can improve learning after the
pandemic. More specifically, Sparrow et al
(2020) explained that post-pandemic
education recovery in Indonesia needs to
start from a more inclusive policy sector.
Whereas Rahman (2019), according to him,
the integration of education with technology
is @ must for education in the future.
Especially in post-pandemic education
recovery, the development of digital
technology is an inevitability of being part of
education.

RESEARCH METHODS

This study uses a qualitative approach
with library techniques. Data was collected
from various literary sources, especially from
research results sourced from journal articles
related to the topic of study of education policy
and education recovery after the Covid-19
pandemic. After the data is collected,
verification, triangulation is then carried out
and finally analysis is given to be presented in
the form of descriptive analysis.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Learning Lost: The Impact of the
Pandemic on Education

The challenges of post-pandemic
education management are a common concern
(Sari, 2022). Following school closures,
learning took place fully online, as a result,
causing significant disruption to the education
system globally (Donnelly & Patrinos, 2021). In
this regard, there is concern that during school
closures of several months, students may
experience learning losses for more than a full
year (Kaffenberger, 2021; Dorn et al. 2020).
Learning losses are estimated to occur in the
millions of children who have dropped out of
school due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Unfortunately, it is uncertain how much
learning will be lost and how wide the gap may
be for disadvantaged children (Sabates, 2021).

In Indonesia, the impact of the pandemic
has also affected student learning attitudes
and motivation, Hermanto et al (2021)
released their findings that 52.5% did not like
studying at home and 91.5% did not gain as
much knowledge as using traditional methods,
even though they still had the motivation
higher to learn and have better relationships
with  their family members. Therefore,
interesting materials and teaching
methodologies are suggested as well as
pleasant interactions.
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One that is very possible in helping
learning both during and after the pandemic
is the use of interactive technology (Sousa
et al. 2021). Interactive technology in
learning is no longer an alternative, but
rather the needs and challenges of learning
in the future (Rapanta et al. 2021).
Education must be integrated with
technology by carrying out fundamental
reforms (Rahman, 2016; 2017).

Loss of learning affects the future of
education in Indonesia. Students at a
certain level have difficulty catching up with
learning. The existing curriculum had not
designed learning responsive to the Covid-
19 pandemic. Fortunately, the government
tried to go through policies during Covid-19
which were oriented towards health,
student and teacher safety, and took into
account the growth and development of
students and psychosocial conditions in an
effort to fulfill educational services during
the Covid-19 period
(gtk.kemendikbud.go.id). Although in fact,
the significant impact on education does not
stand alone, because concerns about
disruption to education are also influenced
by shocks and economic disparities
(Malahayati, 2021). Even though there are
various relaxations, subsidies and CSR
assistance from the government and
companies in Indonesia (Irawan et al.,
2022), many students from school to
university continue to drop out, as a result
of the cessation of parental and family
income due to the closure of their
workplaces. In our experience at the
university, some students also have to take
time off and even stop studying to help their
family's economy and prioritize economic
recovery.

Education Policy for Learning Recovery

Arif Rahman, Education Policy in a Post-Pandemic: Recovery and Strengthening of Learning in Indonesia

The disruption of Covid-19 has made
education as a public service worrying. After
two years, the effects of the pandemic have
left a big question mark whether similar cycles
and events will occur. Therefore learning from
experience, education in Indonesia began to
implement a mitigation system for education.
Learning recovery needs to map out in detail
and systematically what damage needs to be
fixed.

Harmey and Moss (2021) state in their
findings that in order to re-prepare the post-
pandemic education system it is necessary to
pay attention to the following three things: a)
that the local knowledge of school leaders is
very important in leading back to school; b)
the curriculum must be responsive to the
needs of children and; c) that schools are very
important in supporting children's mental
health. Regarding school leadership, Sari et al
(2022) stated that in the Indonesian context it
is necessary to develop a post-pandemic
educational leadership pattern with three
characteristics that are collaborative, flexible-
adaptive, and social justice.

To respond to the recovery of learning
and Indonesia's role in the global sphere,
through the G20 forum, the Indonesian
government as the G20 presidency in 2022
said that there are three areas that must be
considered to improve and restore learning to
recovery, namely: First, is to present a National
Assessment as a substitute for the National
Examination  which  focuses on the
development and improvement of learning
outcomes and the school environment. This
assessment was carried out as an initial
mapping effort to the impact of learning lost
that occurred. Second, it is necessary to
develop digital technology in education. In this
case, of course, technology cannot replace the
teacher's role as the spearhead of education.
Thus, school digitalization policies need to be
balanced with programs to improve teacher
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competence, especially in the field of
information and communication technology
mastery. 7hird, the importance of renewing
the world's commitment to education in the
education transformation conference
(kemdikbud.go.id).

National
Assessment

Educational
Transformation

Digital Technology
Development

Figure 1. Indonesia's policy on learning
recovery through its role as the G20
Presidency

If we look at the government's
policies, from the perspective of public
interest, especially Indonesia's position as
the G20 Presidency seems to have a
strategic role. While Indonesia is also
simultaneously carrying out post-pandemic
learning recovery, Indonesia's role can be
central in efforts to jointly commit to
restoring learning, especially for G20
member countries. Even though Indonesia
has its own problems and affairs, once
again the global role is important in the
sustainable development of a region.
Indonesia's inclusion in various world
forums has an interest in the process of
improving public service systems and
policies in a sustainable manner. In fact,
Reid (2012) assesses that Indonesia's rise is
predicted to be a repositioning of Asia's
third giant in the international arena.

Included in efforts to restore learning,
each country should not feel independent.
Cross-sectoral and even inter-country

support plays a role in making improvements
to all sectors. As education will always be
supported by various instruments such as
social, political, economic and cultural as part
of the educational process itself. I myself see
that education must go hand in hand with the
journey of every civilization. If civilization is
advanced, let's say with the support of its
political and economic systems, then education
is a part that encourages the birth of a strong
political system and a healthy economy.
Likewise, if civilization produces good cultural
and social system results, it is certain that
education is always present and takes part in
the process of forming culture that is born in
society.

Educational Transformation Gradually

The Covid-19 pandemic has presented an
opportunity to rethink assumptions about
education in general (Rapanta, 2021). In
response, schools around the world are
experimenting with blended learning and
alternative teaching methods, leveraging
technology and working with educators to
meet student needs, with varying degrees of
success. A ray of light in the midst of adversity
is an opportunity for policy makers and
educators to review, rethink and reinvent
existing educational theories, models and
practices to improve student well-being (Tan,
2021). With various considerations and going
through the Covid-19 period, educational
transformation is considered very urgent in
Indonesia. In fact, during school closures and
the implementation of distance learning, many
teachers in Indonesia were unable to directly
utilize various Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) tools and online learning
platforms that were widely available to support
remote implementation due to the teacher's
ability to operate (Azhari & Fajri, 2022).
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Educational transformation that is
carried out periodically and continuously is
the action of the pillars of the development
of Indonesia 2045 (library.bappenas.go.id).
The spirit of nation building also looks at
human development and science and
technology development. Among them is by
accelerating the education of the Indonesian
people evenly and increasing the
contribution of science and technology in
development.  Until now, education
transformation in Indonesia continues to
develop in the process of integration of
education and technology. Competence in
preparing future teachers is becoming a
priority in  accelerating education in
Indonesia. Learning recovery is a joint
reflection of all components of education to
integrate all efforts, including the central
role of science and technology in learning.

CONCLUSION

The significant impact of the pandemic
has made education policies in Indonesia
begin to change. Disruption to learning
caused by the closure of schools and
problems in online learning has been the
reason for immediate recovery. The three
directions of education policy in Indonesia in
the restoration of education are carried out
in three ways, namely; 1) presenting a
national assessment as initial mapping; 2)

development of digital technology in
education; 3) shared commitment in
educational transformation. The three

directions of Indonesia's policy are aimed at
making the recovery of education and
learning go well again. Especially to improve
student learning disorders who experience a
decrease in learning abilities and knowledge
both specifically and generally.

Arif Rahman, Education Policy in a Post-Pandemic: Recovery and Strengthening of Learning in Indonesia

REFERENCES

Angrist, N., de Barros, A., Bhula, R., Chakera,
S., Cummiskey, C., DeStefano, J., ... &
Stern, J. (2021). Building back better to
avert a learning catastrophe: Estimating
learning loss from COVID-19 school
shutdowns in Africa and facilitating short-
term and long-term learning
recovery. International Journal of
Educational Development, 84, 102397.

Azhari, B., & Fajri, I. (2022). Distance learning
during the COVID-19 pandemic: School
closure in Indonesia. International Journal
of Mathematical Education in Science and
Technology, 53(7), 1934-1954.

Donnelly, R., & Patrinos, H. A. (2021). Learning
loss during COVID-19: An early
systematic review. Prospects, 1-9.

Dorn, E., Hancock, B., Sarakatsannis, J., &
Viruleg, E. (2020). COVID-19 and learning
loss—disparities grow and students need
help. McKinsey & Company, December, 8,
6-7.

Harmey, S., & Moss, G. (2021). Learning
disruption or learning loss: using evidence
from unplanned closures to inform
returning to school after COVID-
19. Educational Review, 1-20.

Hermanto., Rai, N. G. M., & Fahmi, A. (2021).
Students' Opinions about Studying from
Home during the COVID-19 Pandemic in
Indonesia. Cypriot Journal of Educational
Sciences, 16(2), 499-510.

Irawan, E. P., Sumartias, S., Priyatna, S., &
Rahmat, A. (2022). A Review on
Digitalization of CSR during the COVID-19
Pandemic in Indonesia: Opportunities and
Challenges. Social Sciences, 11(2), 72.

Kaffenberger, M. (2021). Modelling the long-run
learning impact of the Covid-19 learning
shock: Actions to (more than) mitigate
loss. International Journal of Educational
Development, 81, 102326.

L. Sousa, D., Campos, P., & Matos, S. (2021,
July). The use of interactive technologies
for education in pandemic and post-
pandemic contexts: Design implications.
In CHItaly  2021: 14th Biannual
Conference of the Italian SIGCHI
Chapter (pp. 1-7).

48



JPALG, Vol 7 (1), (2023): hIm 43-49

Malahayati, M., Masui, T., & Anggraeni, L.
(2021). An assessment of the short-

term impact of COVID-19 on
economics and the environment: A
case study of

Indonesia. EconomiA, 22X 3), 291-313.

Maya, N. S., Rahman, A., & Habiburrahman,
S. (2022). Madrasah Leadership in the
Post COVID-19 Era: Lesson Learn From
Crisis in Indonesia. EdulLine: Journal of
Education and Learning
Innovation, 22), 193-198.

Maya, N. S., Rahman, A., & Habiburrahman,
(2022). Local Culture-Based Vocational
School in Palembang Post Covid 19:
Learning Management, Challenges and
Curriculum Development
Potential. Jurnal Ekonomi, 11(01), 567-
572.

Rahman, A. (2017). Reformasi dan Arah
Pembaharuan Pendidikan Islam di
Indonesia. LITERASI  (Jurnal  IImu
Pendidikan), A2), 75-88.

Rahman, A. (2016, October). Islamic
Education in The Era of Technological
Wave: A Case in Indonesia Today.

In Proceeding of International
Conference on Islamic Education (pp.
127-134).

Rahman, A. (2019). MILLENIAL
AWAKENING: Negosiasi Pendidikan
Islam, Kaum Muda & Teknologi
Terhadap Perubahan
Global. PENDIDIKAN ISLAM, 1.

Rapanta, C., Botturi, L., Goodyear, P.,
Guardia, L., & Koole, M. (2021).
Balancing technology, pedagogy and

the new normal: Post-pandemic
challenges for higher
education. Postdigital  Science  and

Education, 33), 715-742.

Reid, A. (Ed.). (2012). Indonesia rising. the
repositioning of Asia’s third giant.
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.

Rizaldi, D. R., & Fatimah, Z. (2022). Merdeka
curriculum: Characteristics and
potential in education recovery after

the COVID-19 pandemic: Education
recovery after  the COvID-19
pandemic. International  Journal — of

Curriculum and Instruction, 151), 260-
271.

Sabates, R., Carter, E., & Stern, J. M. (2021).
Using educational transitions to estimate
learning loss due to COVID-19 school
closures: The case of Complementary
Basic Education in Ghana. International
Journal of Educational Development, 82,
102377.

Sparrow, R., Dartanto, T., & Hartwig, R.
(2020). Indonesia under the new normal:
Challenges and the way ahead. Bulletin of
Indonesian Economic Studies, 563), 269-
299.

Ssenyonga, M. (2021). Imperatives for post
COVID-19 recovery of Indonesia’s
education, labor, and SME
sectors. Cogent Economics &
Finance, 41), 1911439.

Tan, C.,, & Tan, C. (2021). Educational
Challenges in a Post-pandemic
World. Mindful Education: Insights from
Confucian and Christian Traditions, 1-21.

https://gtk.kemdikbud.go.id/read-
news/kebijakan-kemendikbud-di-masa-
pandemi

https://perpustakaan.bappenas.go.id/e-
library/file_upload/koleksi/migrasi-data-
publikasi/file/Policy_Paper/Ringkasan%20
Eksekutif%20Visi%?20Indonesia%?202045
_Final.pdf

https://www.kemdikbud.go.id/main/blog/2022/
05/g20-bidang-pendidikan-indonesia-
bahas-kebijakan-pendidikan-untuk-
pemulihan-pembelajaran

49


https://gtk.kemdikbud.go.id/read-news/kebijakan-kemendikbud-di-masa-pandemi
https://gtk.kemdikbud.go.id/read-news/kebijakan-kemendikbud-di-masa-pandemi
https://gtk.kemdikbud.go.id/read-news/kebijakan-kemendikbud-di-masa-pandemi
https://perpustakaan.bappenas.go.id/e-library/file_upload/koleksi/migrasi-data-publikasi/file/Policy_Paper/Ringkasan%20Eksekutif%20Visi%20Indonesia%202045_Final.pdf
https://perpustakaan.bappenas.go.id/e-library/file_upload/koleksi/migrasi-data-publikasi/file/Policy_Paper/Ringkasan%20Eksekutif%20Visi%20Indonesia%202045_Final.pdf
https://perpustakaan.bappenas.go.id/e-library/file_upload/koleksi/migrasi-data-publikasi/file/Policy_Paper/Ringkasan%20Eksekutif%20Visi%20Indonesia%202045_Final.pdf
https://perpustakaan.bappenas.go.id/e-library/file_upload/koleksi/migrasi-data-publikasi/file/Policy_Paper/Ringkasan%20Eksekutif%20Visi%20Indonesia%202045_Final.pdf
https://perpustakaan.bappenas.go.id/e-library/file_upload/koleksi/migrasi-data-publikasi/file/Policy_Paper/Ringkasan%20Eksekutif%20Visi%20Indonesia%202045_Final.pdf
https://www.kemdikbud.go.id/main/blog/2022/05/g20-bidang-pendidikan-indonesia-bahas-kebijakan-pendidikan-untuk-pemulihan-pembelajaran
https://www.kemdikbud.go.id/main/blog/2022/05/g20-bidang-pendidikan-indonesia-bahas-kebijakan-pendidikan-untuk-pemulihan-pembelajaran
https://www.kemdikbud.go.id/main/blog/2022/05/g20-bidang-pendidikan-indonesia-bahas-kebijakan-pendidikan-untuk-pemulihan-pembelajaran
https://www.kemdikbud.go.id/main/blog/2022/05/g20-bidang-pendidikan-indonesia-bahas-kebijakan-pendidikan-untuk-pemulihan-pembelajaran

