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ABSTRACT

Writing is an active skill that needs to be mastered by English language
learners. However, due to its complexity, many English learners often make errors
in the writing process. This study aims to discover the types of grammatical errors
and to know the most dominant errors made by the students in writing recount text.

The researcher applied a qualitative method in this study. The subjects of
this study were 32 students in class 8C of SMP Negeri 1 Kalasan in the academic
year 2022/2023. The researcher used students’ written recount text documentation
to collect the data. The documents were obtained from the English teacher of SMP
Negeri 1 Kalasan. The researcher analyzed and classified the data using the surface
strategy taxonomy theory by Dulay et al. (1982) about grammatical errors.

The result of the research showed that there were four types of grammatical
errors made by the students in writing recount text. These errors are omission errors,
addition errors, misformation errors, and misordering errors. The researcher found
errors in two subtypes of omission errors, namely content morpheme and
grammatical morpheme, two subtypes of addition error, namely double marking
and simple addition, and two subtypes of misformation error, namely archi-form
and alternating form. Meanwhile, misordering errors did not have any subtypes. In
this research, the researcher did not find errors that fall under the category of
regularization addition errors. The researcher found that the most dominant error
made by the students is misformation errors. Followed by the second dominant error
is omission errors, the third is misordering errors, and the last is addition errors.
Based on the findings, it can be concluded that the students still made many errors
in writing recount text due to their lack of understanding of English grammar,
especially in the past tense form of irregular verbs.

Keywords: Error analysis, Grammatical error, Recount text, Writing
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