
THE PURSUIT OF AMERICAN DREAM IN AMERICAN 

SOCCER AS REFLECTED IN THE CHRISTIAN 

 PULISIC BIOGRAPHY 
 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 

 

Submitted as a partial fulfilment of the requirement to obtain Sarjana Sastra  

Degree at English  Literature Department 

 

 

By 

M Rebi Zidandi Arzi 

1900026098 

 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LITERATURE, CULTURE, AND COMMUNICATION 

UNIVERSITAS AHMAD DAHLAN 

2024 



ii 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iii 
   

 



iv 
   

 



v 
   

 



vi 
   

 

 



vii 
   

PERNYATAAN TIDAK PLAGIAT 

 

Saya yang bertanda tangan di bawah ini: 

 

Nama : M Rebi Zidandi Arzi 

NIM 1900026098 

Email : mrebizidandi@gmail.com 

Fakultas : Fakultas Sastra, Budaya, dan Komunikasi 

Program Studi : Sastra Inggris 

Judul Tugas Akhir : THE PURSUIT OF AMERICAN DREAM  

  IN AMERICAN SOCCER AS   

  REFLECTED IN THE CHRISTIAN  

  PULISIC BIOGRAPHY 

 
Dengan ini menyatakan bahwa: 

 

1. Hasil karya yang saya serahkan ini adalah asli dan belum pernah 

diajukan untuk mendapatkan gelar kesarjanaan baik di Universitas 

Ahmad Dahlan maupun di institusi Pendidikan lainya. 

2. Hasil karya saya ini bukan saduran/terjemahan melainkan gagasan, 

rumusan, dan hasil pelaksanaan penelitian/implementasi saya 

sendiri, tanpa bantuan pihak lain, kecuali arahan pembimbing 

akademik dan narasumber penelitian. 

3. Hasil karya saya ini merupakan hasil revisi terakhir setelah 

diajukan yang telah diketahui dan disetujui oleh pembimbing. 

4. Dalam karya saya ini tifak terdapat karya atau pendapat yang telah 

ditulis atau dipublikasikan orang lain, kecuali yang digunakan 

sebagaiacuan dalam naskah dengan menyebutkan nama pengarang 

dandicantumkan dalam daftar pustaka. 

 

Pernyataan ini saya buat dengan sesungguhnya. Apabila di 

kemudian hari terbukti ada penyimpangan dan ketidakbenaran dala 

pernyataan ini maka saya bersedia menerima sanksi akademik 

berupa pencabutan gelar yang telah diperoleh karena karya saya ini, 

serta sanksi lain yang sesuai dengan ketentuan yang berlaku di 

Universitas Ahmad Dahlan. 

Yogyakarta, 19 Maret 2024 

 

 
M. Rebi Zidandi Arzi 



viii 
   

PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN AKSES 

 

Saya yang bertanda tangan di bawah ini: 

 

Nama : M Rebi Zidandi Arzi 

NIM 19000262098 

Email : mrebizidandi@gmail.com 

Fakultas : Fakultas Sastra, 

  Budaya, dan  

  Komunikasi  

Program Studi : Sastra Inggris 

Judul Tugas Akhir : THE PURSUIT OF AMERICAN DREAM  
  IN AMERICAN SOCCER AS   
  REFLECTED IN THE CHRISTIAN  
  PULISIC BIOGRAPHY 
 

Dengan ini saya menyatakan hak Sepenuhnya kepasa Pusat 

Sumber Belajar Universitas Ahmad Dahlan untuk menyimpan, 

mengatur akses serta melakukan pengelolaan terhadap karya saya 

ini dengan mengacu pada ketentuan akses tugas akhir elektronik 

sebagai berikut: 

 

Saya mengizinkan karya tersebut diunggah ke dalam aplikasi 

Repository PusatSumber Belajar Universitas Ahmad Dahlan. 

Demikian pernyataan ini saya buat dengan sebenarnya. 

 

Yogyakarta, 19 Maret 2024 

 

 M Rebi Zidandi Arzi 

 

 

Mengetahui 

pembimbing 

 

 
Dr. Didik Murwantono, M.Hum. 

NIY. 20806010 

√ 



ix 
   

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

 All praises are due to Allah SWT, the Most Gracious. Without His blessing and guidance, 

the researcher is not able to accomplish this undergraduate thesis titled “THE PURSUIT OF 

AMERICAN DREAM IN AMERICAN SOCCER AS RFLECTED IN THE CHRISTIAN 

PULISIC BIOGRAPHY”. 

 The researcher thanks to all great people that support her until he can finishing this 

research. Especially to Dr. Didik Murwantono, M.Hum., thank you for the dedications, times, 

and all good advices so the researcher can be able to finish this undergraduated thesis. 

 In accomplishing this thesis, the researcher supported by all the great people who always 

giving the best till this time, and he want to say thanks to: 

1. Prof. Dr. Muchlas Arkanuddin, M.T., as the Rector of Universitas Ahmad Dahlan. 

2. Wajiran, S.S., M.A., Ph.D., as the Dean of Faculty of Literature, Culture, and 

Communication of Universitas Ahmad Dahlan. 

3. Drs. Maftukhin, M. Hum., as the Head of English Literature Department of Universitas 

Ahmad Dahlan. 

4. All the lecturers of English Letters Department, Faculty of Literature, Culture, and 

Communication of Universitas Ahmad Dahlan for the meaningful support in this study. 

5. All employees of Ahmad Dahlan University who helped him in administration affairs. 

6. His friends of English Literature Department class of 2019. 

           The researcher is realized that this thesis is still far from perfection. However, 

hope it can provide some advantages for its reader and the researcher welcomed to any 

develop suggestions. The researcher really appreciate the opinions and criticism you 

gives, then it can be improve by other people in the future with better study. 

Yogyakarta, 19 Maret  2024 

 

M Rebi Zidandi Arzi 



x 
   

MOTTO 

 

Love yourself and always be yourself. 

-  M Rebi Zidandi Arzi - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xi 
   

DEDICATION 

Hereby, I like to convey my respect and gratitude to: 

 

 Allah SWT, who has provided fluency and sincerity for me in preparing this thesis. 

 To my parents, my dad Arzi Efendi and my mom Desmayeny who has raised me until 

now and is always behind me, thank you for always being there and thank you for 

everything you did to me 

 To my lil bro M. Anta Naqa Anugerah Arzi thanks for everything  

 To my friend, Syam and Bara  thank you for accepting me and always being there, and 

making beautiful moment in Yogyakarta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xii 
   

TABLE OF CONTENS 

APPROVAL PAGE………………………………………………………………………. iii 

RATRIFICATION PAGE……………………………………………………………….. iv 

MOTTO…………………………………………………………………………………vii 

TABLE OF CONTENST……………………………………………………………… x 

ABSTRACT…………………………………………………………………………….. xii 

INTISARI ……………………………………………………………………………xiii 

CHAPTER I………………………………………………………………………………. 1 

INTRODUCTION ……………………………………………………………………1 

A. Background of the Study ……………………………….……………………1 

B. Problem Formulation ………………………………………….…………………5 

C. Objective of the Study ………………………………….…………………5 

D. Scope of the Study ……………………………………………………………6 

E. Review of the Related Studies…………………………………………………… 6 

F. Research Method ……………………………………………………………8 

1. Data and Source of  Data ……………………………………………………8 

2. Method and Technique of Collecting Data………………………………………… 8 

3. Method and Technique of Analyzing Data……………………………………… 9 

G. Presentation ……………………………………………………………………10 

CHAPTER II ……………………………………………………………………………11 

THEORETIAL APPROACH AND FRAMEWORK……………………………………… 11 

A. Theoretical Approach……………………………………………………………… 11 

Theory of Popular Culture ……………………………………………………………13 

Theory of American Dream ……………………………………………………………15 

B. Theoretical Framework ……………………………………………………18 



xiii 
   

B.1.  Synopsis of Pulisic’s Biography ……………………………………………19 

B.2.  American League Soccer ……………………………………………………19 

B.3. American Popular Culture ……………………………………………………21 

Sport as Popular Culture ……………………………………………………………22 

B.4. Historical Soccer Culture ……………………………………………………25 

CHAPTER III ……………………………………………………………………28 

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION ……………………………………………………28 

A. Christian Pulisic the New Soccer Player Icon as Part of Popular Culture………… 28 

1. Popular Culture Create feeling of satisfaction or happy feeling for the user ………30 

2. Popular Culture Easy to obtain because it is available and can be found anywhere ..31 

3. Popular Culture promotion are Manipulating ………………………………………32 

4. Pop Culture Has purpose to make money………………………………………… ...33 

5. Pop Culture Reflected Pulisic daily life ……………………………………….33 

B. American Dream Values for American Soccers ………………………………..34 

1. The value of Pulisic as Soccer icon in America…………………………………… 34 

2. Equality for opportunity and Competition………………………………………… 36 

3. Material wealth and Hard Work ………………………………………………38 

4. Work Hard and Train Hard ………………………………………………………………40 

5. The Pursuit of happiness……………………………………………………………… 41 

CHAPTER IV ……………………………………………………………………43 

CONCLUSION ……………………………………………………………………43 

BIBLIOGRAPHY……………………………………………………………………… 45 

 

 

 



xiv 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xv 
   

ABSTRACT 

 

 This study focus on the object of Christian Pulisic biography. entitled The 

Pursuit of American Dream In American Soccer  as Reflected in The Christian Pulisic 

Biography. This thesis tells of The character struggles to achieve the American Dream. 

Hence to describe the American Dream as the part of Popular Culture, and to analyze 

the American Dream for the players. 

 This study used qualitative research methods. The data collection were from 

biography, documentary video, journals, article, books, and social media. Researcher 

selected data related to the American dream of the character Along with American 

Popular Culture the primary data were from documentary video and biography. The 

American dream is a necessity and a stress in the daily life of the character. So that the 

data were collected  to find American Dream. The character supported by the theory of 

American Dream meanwhile the theory of Pop Culture was used to describe 

characteristic of Popular values..  

 The result of this research is that are needs and pressure of the character related 

to the American dream. After being analyzed, the character have several types of needs 

and pressure according to Christian Pulisic biography.The search results do not provide 

an abstract about Christian Pulisic. However, based on existing knowledge, Christian 

Pulisic is a professional soccer player who plays as a forward or midfielder for the 

United States national team. 

 

Keywords: American Dream, Popular Culture, Christian Pulisic, American Soccer.  
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INTISARI 

 

 Penelitian ini fokus pada objek biografi Christian Pulisic. berjudul Pengaruh 

Impian Amerika terhadap Kepribadian Tokoh yang Tercermin dalam Biografi Christian 

Pulisic. Skripsi ini menceritakan tentang perjuangan para tokoh untuk mencapai 

American Dream. Oleh karena itu untuk menggambarkan Impian Amerika sebagai 

bagian dari Budaya Populer, dan menganalisis Impian Amerika untuk para pemainnya. 

 Penelitian ini menggunakan metode penelitian kualitatif. Pengumpulan data 

dilakukan melalui biograpi,video dokumenter, jurnal, artikel, buku, dan media sosial. 

Peneliti memilih data yang berkaitan dengan impian karakter Amerika Bersama dengan 

Budaya Populer Amerika, data primer berasal dari video dokumenter dan biografi. 

Impian Amerika merupakan suatu kebutuhan dan tekanan dalam kehidupan karakter 

sehari-hari. Sehingga data dikumpulkan untuk menemukan American Dream. Karakter 

tersebut didukung oleh teori American Dream sedangkan teori Pop Culture digunakan 

untuk menggambarkan karakteristik nilai-nilai Populer. 

 Hasil dari penelitian ini adalah adanya kebutuhan dan tekanan karakter yang 

berkaitan dengan impian Amerika. Setelah dianalisis, karakter tersebut memiliki 

beberapa jenis kebutuhan dan tekanan menurut biografi Christian Pulisic. Hasil 

pencarian tidak memberikan gambaran abstrak tentang Christian Pulisic. Namun 

berdasarkan pengetahuan yang ada, Christian Pulisic merupakan pemain sepak bola 

profesional yang berposisi sebagai penyerang atau gelandang untuk timnas Amerika 

Serikat. 

 

Kata kunci: American Dream, Popular Culture, Christian Pulisic, American Soccer
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