
i 
 

AMERICAN FASHION TREND IN THE ROARING 

TWENTIES AS REFLECTED IN THE MOVIE “THE 

GREAT GATSBY” 

 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 

 

Submitted as a partial 

Fulfillment of the Requirements to achieve Sarjana Sastra 

Degree in English Literature Department 

 

 

By 

ELITA DEWANTI 

1700026022 

SASTRA INGGRIS 

 

FACULTY OF LITERATURE, CULTURE, AND 

COMMUNICATION UNIVERSITAS AHMAD DAHLAN 

YOGYAKARTA 

2024 



ii 

 

 

APPROVAL PAGE 
  



iii 

 

RATIFICATION PAGE 
  



iv 

 

STATEMENT OF WORK ORIGINALITY 
  



v 

 

PERNYATAAN 
  



vi 

 

PERNYATAAN TIDAK PLAGIAT 
  



vii 

 

PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN AKSES 
  

2 



viii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
  



ix 

 

  



x 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

COVER ................................................................................................................... i 

APPROVAL PAGE ............................................................................................... ii 

RATIFICATION PAGE....................................................................................... iii 

STATEMENT OF WORK ORIGINALITY ...................................................... iv 

PERNYATAAN ...................................................................................................... v 

PERNYATAAN TIDAK PLAGIAT .................................................................... vi 

PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN AKSES ........................................................ vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................. viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...................................................................................... x 

LIST OF PICTURES .......................................................................................... xii 

LIST OF TABLES .............................................................................................. xiii 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................ xiv 

INTISARI............................................................................................................. xv 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

A. Background of the Study ........................................................................... 1 

B. Scope of the Study ...................................................................................... 4 

C. Problem of Formulation ............................................................................ 4 

D. Objective of the Study ................................................................................ 4 

E. Reviews to the Related Study .................................................................... 5 

F. Research Method ........................................................................................ 8 

1. The Source of Data..................................................................................... 8 

2. Technique of Collecting Data .................................................................... 8 

3. Technique of Analysis Data ....................................................................... 9 

G. Theoretical Approach ................................................................................ 9 

1. Cultural Approach ..................................................................................... 9 

2. Economic Approach ................................................................................. 10 

H. Significance of Studies .............................................................................. 11 

I. Presentation ............................................................................................... 11 



xi 

 

CHAPTER II THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ............................................ 13 

A. Fashion Theory ......................................................................................... 13 

1. Women’s Fashion Trends in 1920s ................................................ 16 

2. Men’s Fahsion Trends in 1920s ..................................................... 18 

B. Economic Growth ..................................................................................... 19 

1. The Traditional Society .................................................................. 20 

2. The Preconditions for Take-off...................................................... 20 

3. The Take-off .................................................................................... 21 

4. The Drive to Maturity .................................................................... 22 

5. The Age of High Mass Consumption ............................................ 23 

CHAPTER III ANALYSIS ................................................................................. 24 

A. Fashion Trends In Roaring Twenties ...................................................... 24 

1. Women’s Fashion Trends in 1920s ................................................ 25 

2. Men’s Fashion Trends in 1920s ..................................................... 34 

B. Economic Condition During Roaring Twenties..................................... 37 

1. The Traditional Society .................................................................. 37 

2. The Preconditons for Take-off ....................................................... 38 

3. The Take-off .................................................................................... 39 

4. The Drive to Maturity .................................................................... 41 

5. The Age of High Mass Consumption ............................................ 42 

CHAPTER IV CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ..................................... 45 

A. Conclusion ................................................................................................. 45 

B. Suggestion ................................................................................................. 46 

APPENDIX .......................................................................................................... 47 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 48 

 



xii 

 

LIST OF PICTURES 

Picture 3. 1 Day Dresses ...................................................................................... 25 

Picture 3. 2 The Details of the Dress .................................................................. 26 

Picture 3. 3 Evening Dress .................................................................................. 27 

Picture 3. 4 Flapper Dress .................................................................................. 28 

Picture 3. 5 Other Styles of Flapper Dresses ..................................................... 28 

Picture 3. 6 Fancy Diamond Ring ...................................................................... 29 

Picture 3. 7 Diamond Bracelets .......................................................................... 30 

Picture 3. 8 Cloche Hat ....................................................................................... 31 

Picture 3. 9 Day Shoes ......................................................................................... 31 

Picture 3. 10 Evening Shoes ................................................................................ 32 

Picture 3. 11 Bob Hairstyles ............................................................................... 33 

Picture 3. 12 Short Curly Hairstyles ................................................................. 33 

Picture 3. 13 1920s Makeup ................................................................................ 34 

Picture 3. 14 Men's Clothes ................................................................................ 34 

Picture 3. 15 Scarf Usage .................................................................................... 35 

Picture 3. 16 An Example of the Shoes that Jay Gatsby Wears. ..................... 36 

Picture 3. 17 Straw Boater Hat .......................................................................... 36 

Picture 3. 18 Men's Hairstyles ............................................................................ 37 

Picture 3. 19 Gatsby's Family Home When He Was a Child. ......................... 38 

Picture 3. 20 The Immigrants............................................................................. 39 

Picture 3. 21 The Rapid Rise in Shares ............................................................. 40 

Picture 3. 22 Mining Activities ........................................................................... 40 

Picture 3. 23 Development of the Railroad Network ....................................... 41 

Picture 3. 24 Use of the Telephone as a Work Support Tool............................ 42 

Picture 3. 25 Use of Cars as a Means of Personal Transportation .................. 42 

Picture 3. 26 Mass Production of Alcohol ......................................................... 43 

Picture 3. 27 Mass Production of Cars .............................................................. 44 

 

 

 



xiii 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 2. 1 The Cycle of Changes in Fashion Styles .......................................... 15 

 

 



xiv 

 

ABSTRACT 

This research is entitled American Fashion Trend in Roaring Twenties as 

Reflected in the Movie “The Great Gatsby”. This research aims to find out the 

fashion trends and economic conditions in America in the 1920s or also called the 

Roaring Twenties through the movie The Great Gatsby. In this research, the 

researcher explain what fashion trends were happening during the Roaring Twenties 

and how the economic conditions of American society during the Roaring Twenties. 

This research uses qualitative research methods because the research results 

emphasize meaning, are descriptive, and focus on the process. This research uses 

two theories: fashion theory and economic growth theory to explain fashion trends 

and economic conditions in America in the 1920s through the movie The Great 

Gatsby. 

The research results are as follows: Fashion trends in men and women have 

changed shape from the previous era. These changes occur in clothes, jewelry, 

accessories, shoes, hairstyles, hats, and makeup. Economic growth conditions are 

divided into 5, namely: The traditional society, the preconditions for take-off, the 

take-off, the drive to maturity, and the age of high mass consumption. However, 

America did not experience the preconditions for take-off because the majority of 

Americans are immigrants. So there is no change in its traditional society. 

 

Keywords: Fashion Trends, Economic Conditions, Roaring Twenties, Qualitative, 

Immigrants. 
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INTISARI 

Penelitian ini berjudul Tren Mode Amerika Pada Tahun Dua Puluhan 

Seperti Yang Tercermin Dalam Film “The Great Gatsby”. Penelitian ini bertujuan 

untuk mengetahui tren mode dan kondisi ekonomi di Amerika pada tahun 1920an 

atau disebut juga Roaring Twenties melalui film The Great Gatsby. Dalam 

penelitian ini, peneliti menjelaskan tren mode apa saja yang sedang terjadi pada 

masa Roaring Twenties dan bagaimana kondisi ekonomi masyarakat Amerika pada 

masa Roaring Twenties.  

Penelitian ini menggunakan metode penelitian kualitatif karena hasil 

penelitian lebih menekankan pada makna, bersifat deskriptif, dan fokus pada 

proses. Penelitian ini menggunakan dua teori yaitu: teori fashion dan teori 

pertumbuhan ekonomi untuk menjelaskan tren mode dan kondisi ekonomi di 

Amerika pada tahun 1920an melalui film The Great Gatsby.  

Hasil penelitian sebagi berikut: Tren mode pada pria dan wanita mengalami 

perubahan bentuk dari era sebelumnya. Perubahan bentuk tersbeut terjadi pada 

baju, perhiasan, aksesoris, sepatu, gaya rambut, topi, dan make up. Kondisi 

pertumbuhan ekonomi dibagi menjadi 5 yaitu: Masyarakat tradisional, prasyarat 

untuk lepas landas, lepas landas, dorongan menuju kematangan, dan era konsumsi 

massal yang tinggi. Namun, Amerika tidak mengalami prasayarat untuk lepas 

landas karena mayoritas masyarakat Amerika adalah imigran. Sehingga tidak 

terjadi perubahan pada masyarakat tradisionalnya. 

 

Kata Kunci: Tren Mode, Kondisi Ekonomi, Roaring Twenties, Kualitatif, Imigran. 

  


