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Dahlan. 
 

ABSTRACT 

Assessment is one of the most important components that assist teaching 

and learning in the classroom aiming to measure students' abilities and 

understanding. It is crucial to understand how students feel about assessments being 

used in the classroom because it greatly affects their motivation and level of 

engagement as well as their performance. Therefore, this study aims to find out 

students' perceptions of assessments, especially in writing classes, and their 

experiences with these assessments. 

A mixed-method design was used in this study. Closed-ended 

questionnaires were used to obtain quantitative data, while semi-structured 

interviews were used to collect qualitative data. This study was conducted in the 

English Education Study Program at Ahmad Dahlan University, Yogyakarta, 

Indonesia, from January to March 2024. The participants were 40 students who 

attended the Writing in Academic Context classes. The questionnaire consisted of 

25 closed-ended questions to determine students' perceptions of writing assessment. 

Semi-structured interviews involving 8 students out of 40 students were used to find 

out students' experiences in writing assessment. Quantitative data were calculated 

using tables and descriptions. Qualitative data were analyzed and interpreted 

descriptively into words. 

The findings show that students perceive and experience writing 

assessments positively. They agreed that the writing assessment (Mean=3.35) 

assessed both their writing and critical thinking skills. Additionally, they felt that 

the lecturers provided clear instructions for the in-class writing assessments 

(Mean=3.175) and regularly provided a variety of writing samples, which made the 

assessment process easier for the students (Mean=3.25). Moreover, the students 

perceived that the writing assessment focused a strong emphasis on real-life 

contexts (Mean-3.175). Furthermore, the students had a good experience in writing 

assessments. They thought the writing assessment was enjoyable because they 

could express all of their ideas and thoughts in writing and because the lecturer's 

feedback inspired them to write well. Meanwhile, some of them occasionally 

experience anxiety during the writing examination since they are not used to writing 

in English and find it difficult to develop ideas in each paragraph. They tend to be 

afraid of making mistakes in language structure and vocabulary selection. 

Keywords: students’ experience, students’ perception, writing assessment 

 

 


