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TODAYS’ AGENDA

1. Background of English language in Indonesia 

 Historical review as well as the status and role of English in Education

2. English language use in Indonesia

 English language speakers

 Mixing of Indonesian and English language 

 Common expressions used among Indonesians

3. Challenges in speaking English language in Indonesia

 Language attitude among Indonesians



HISTORICAL REVIEW OF 
ENGLISH IN INDONESIA



BACKGROUND OF ENGLISH 

English was chosen over Dutch despite Dutch colonization for over 3,5 centuries

• English was one of the language subjects offered at Dutch-speaking schools 
besides French (Smith, 1991, as cited in Dewi, 2011).

• After Indonesian independence in 1945, the government removed Dutch as it is 
associated with the language of colonials (Dardjowidjoyo, 2000). 

• English is included in the national education curriculum English as ‘the first foreign 
language’ (Nababan, 1991, p.120).

• English became L2 for people who spoke Indonesian and L3 for Indonesian 
majority who spoke Indonesian and indigenous language.

STATUS AND FUNCTION



BACKGROUND OF ENGLISH

Started from New Order Regime (1967-1998), English was made compulsory in 
secondary schools under the Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture.

- Compulsory in Junior (SMP),  High (SMA), and Vocational (SMK) schools 

- English teaching and learning has experienced complicated curricular development 
(GTM, Oral Approach, Structural Approach, Communicative Approach, KBK, KTSP, 
2013 Curriculum, up to Revised 2013 Curriculum).

- Current curriculum emphasizes on character building among students as learners.

- Foreign institutions have played significant role (AusAID, NZAID, British Council, 
AMINEF) to facilitate the development of Indonesian teachers (Zein, et al, 2020).

ROLE OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN INDONESIAN EDUCATION 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE USE IN 
INDONESIA



ENGLISH LANGUAGE USE IN INDONESIA

English is important in Indonesia as it 
has become a global or international 
language 

- Inner circle as the traditional bases of 
English

- Outer circle refers to the earlier spread 
of English in non-native settings

- Expanding circle refers to nations which 
recognize English as Foreign Language 
(EFL) such as in Indonesia

ENGLISH AS INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE (EIL)   

(Kachru, 1992)



ENGLISH LANGUAGE USE IN INDONESIA

Although English has no wide use in society, the use of English in Indonesia have 
served several important purposes: 

- as a means of international communication 

- as a medium in scientific and new technologies breakthrough 

- as a source of vocabulary for Indonesian’s development and modernization

- as a way to get to know native speakers of English (language and culture) 

WHAT FUNCTIONS DOES ENGLISH SERVE IN INDONESIA?

(Zein, et al, 2020) 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE USE IN INDONESIA
THE EMERGENCE OF INDONESIAN ENGLISH?

Developing
standardized variety 

of English

Interlanguage errors 
made by Indonesian 
speakers of English 
are not consistent

Variation of English 
use in Indonesia is due 
to interference from 
regional languages



ENGLISH LANGUAGE USE IN INDONESIA
THE DIVERSITY OF LANGUAGE SPOKEN 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE USE IN INDONESIA
ENGLISH LANGUAGE SPEAKERS IN INDONESIA – SOCIAL AND AGE GROUP

- Over 700 languages spoken in Indonesia

- Indonesian (Bahasa Indonesia) is the 
primary lingua franca. 

- Indonesian is spoken by over 94% of the 
population, but it is the primary language 
of only 20% of the population. 

- Javanese (Bahasa Jawa) is the most 
common  by over 30%

(Indonesian Population Census, 2010) 



- English is spoken among educated 
population of Indonesia (Jakarta, 
Bali, Surabaya, Yogyakarta).

- Depending on education level, 
English proficiency ranges from 
basic to advanced.

- In some areas, locals may even 
speak better English than 
Indonesian.



ENGLISH LANGUAGE USE IN INDONESIA
MIXING OF INDONESIAN AND ENGLISH IN SOCIAL MEDIA



ENGLISH LANGUAGE USE IN INDONESIA

MIXING OF INDONESIAN AND 
ENGLISH – ENGLISH ACRONYMS

- Use as slang words or ‘Bahasa Gaul’ 
among Indonesian youth (even adults)

- When in use, it is considered as an 
easy going form of communication 
(written and spoken)

- Interestingly, most Indonesians 
pronounce them using Indonesian 
phonetic sounds.



CHALLENGES IN SPEAKING ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE IN INDONESIA



CHALLENGES IN SPEAKING ENGLISH IN INDONESIA

1. Limited possibilities of Indonesian people contact with 
English language in daily practice. 

2. Indonesian language is seen to be the ‘social solidarity’ 
both in ideological and political aspect (minimum in English 
mastery).

3. Indonesians are still rooted in vernacular/local languages.

4. English(es) are more acceptable in communicative settings, 
other than formal educational settings.

5. Investigation to how English varieties occur among 
Indonesians is very much needed – The demand of English 
is increasing. 

LANGUAGE ATTITUDE TOWARDS ENGLISH
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