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ABSTRACT 

This research conducts an in-depth appraisal analysis of the main character 
dialogue in “Puss in Boots: The Last Wish (2022) Movie”. Applied appraisal theory in this 
movie is important as it helps to understand the main character’s attitude and the 
intensity of the emotion conveyed through the main character’s dialogue. This research 
focused on the main character’s dialogue in this movie because the movie narrative 
emphasizes the main character's bravery, the researcher aims to find out the main 
character's characterization in this research by analyzing the positive or negative 
attitude and how strong or weak the feeling conveyed in the dialogue of the main 
character.  

This research applied Systemic Functional Linguistics as a theoretical approach, 
appraisal attitude, and graduation theory as a theoretical framework. The objective of 
this research is to identify the types of attitude and graduation in the main character 
dialogue in this movie. The data of this research is the words, phrases, clauses, and 
sentences of the main character’s dialogue in Puss in Boots: The Last Wish 2022 Movie. 
This research used a descriptive qualitative method. The researcher collected data by 
downloading, watching, and categorizing the main character’s dialogue into a table. The 
data was analyzed by selecting, classifying, and concluding from the data analysis 
results. 

The researcher found 333 data, 137 positive attitudes, and 196 negative attitudes.  
The attitude types show 314 affect, 13 judgement, and 6 appreciation.  For graduation 
types, there are 115 process, 79 quality, 50 up-scale, and 283 down-scale. The most 
common types that appear in attitude and graduation analysis are positive security and 
process downscaling, it concludes that Puss as the main character is not only a brave 
and confident hero but also a smart and adaptable problem-solver.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The movie industry has shown consistent growth, reflected in the escalating 

production of movies. IMDb (Internet Movie Database) reported a notable increase 

in the number of movie titles released in 2022, totaled 19,742 titles, compared with 

2021, which stood at 18,403 titles. The growing movie production draws attention and 

sparks an interest in conducting research, particularly in analyzing animated movies. 

In reality, these animated movies have an important role in conveying ideology, 

attitudes, and identities and constructing people's perceptions of ideology, attitudes, 

and identities (Zhi et al., 2020a, p. 2002).  

There are linguistic studies that can be used to analyze the attitude in animated 

movies; it is appraisal analysis. An appraisal is concerned with evaluation: the kinds 

of attitudes that are negotiated in a text, the strength of feelings involved, and how 

values are sourced and reader-aligned (Martin & Rose, 2007, p. 25). There are three 

types of appraisal theories. They are attitude, graduation, and engagement (Martin 

& White, 2005, p. 34).  

Previous studies have similarly explored the understanding of character through 

the dialogues such as Az-hari (2022) conducted a study analyzing figurative 

language, specifically focusing on the conceptual and connotative meanings within 

phrases or sentences used by the main and other characters in Puss in Boots: The 

Last Wish (2022). Secondly, Nafisah et al., (2020) analyzed the attitude and language 

functions present in the dialogues of the main character in the movie Aladdin, 

utilizing both the appraisal theory by Martin, Rose, and White and the language 

function theory by M.A.K Halliday. Additionally, Hidayati (2017) conducted a study 

analyzing the script of the Freedom Movie employing narrative structure and the 

appraisal system by Martin and Rose (2003), along with White (2002), to find out the 

conveyed message.  

Based on the previous studies mentioned above, the researcher has found that 

prior researchers have already analyzed the movie Puss in Boots: The Last Wish (2022) 

by applied figurative language, analyzed the movie Alladin (2020) by applied 



appraisal systems and analyzed Freedom Movie (2017) applied narrative structure. It 

could create a gap in this research compared to previous studies by employing a 

different theory. The movie Puss in Boots: The Last Wish (2022) has been analyzed 

with figurative language. In this research, the researcher analyzed the attitude and 

graduation in the main character’s dialogues using appraisal theory by Martin and 

White (2005).  

II. METHOD 

This research used a descriptive qualitative method. According to (Creswell, 2014, 

p. 32), Qualitative research is an approach to exploring and understanding the 

meaning individuals or groups ascribe to a social or human problem. (Creswell, 2012, 

p. 300) States the descriptive method of research is to gather information about the 

present existing condition. 

This research uses a movie to gather information as data for this research. The 

total data of this research is 333 data containing words, phrases, clauses, and 

sentences of the main character’s dialogue in Puss in Boots: The Last Wish (2022) 

movie. The researcher collected data by downloading, watching, and categorizing 

the main character’s dialogue into a table. The data was analyzed by selecting, 

classifying, and concluding from the data analysis results. 

III. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The result of the analysis text of the affect. There are 1 positive inclination and 10 

negative inclinations, 23 positive happiness, 26 negative happiness, 96 positive 

security 87 negative security, 13 positive satisfaction, and 58 negative satisfactions. For 

example: Puss: “Kitty, may I please see the maps?” Kitty: “No”. The dialogue “may I 

please” is categorized as a positive desire because the phrase "may I please" is a polite 

and respectful way to make a request. The sentence is a request to see the map, 

indicating a desire or interest in accessing the map for some purpose. 

In judgement there are 1 positive normality, 2 positive capacity, 9 negative 

capacity, and 1 positive tenacity. For example: the sentence “you go get Perrito,” the 

instruction shows that Puss considered that Kitty can get find a way out to find Perrito 



and continue the mission to get something wish. And for appreciation, there are 1 

positive reaction and 5 negative reactions. For example: The phrase "in your beautiful 

poofy wedding dress" is categorized as a positive reaction because describing the 

wedding dress as "beautiful" shows admiration and appreciation for the dress. The 

phrase "in your beautiful poofy wedding dress" shows feelings of joy when Kitty wears 

the dress. 

Graduation in the context of attitude is about adjusting the degree of evaluation, 

essentially determining how strong or weak a feeling is (Martin & White, 2005). 

Graduation has two components: force and focus. These two subsystems can be 

further divided into up-scale and down-scale subtypes. For example: Process and 

upscaling in the phrase "accept this golden gift" refers to giving something to 

someone else. It includes both the act of delivering a gift and the recipients. The 

phrase "Golden gift from Puss in Boots" indicates the gift is one of great worth or 

importance, which helps in upscaling. By highlighting the worth and significance of the 

item being given. The term "golden" also contributes to upscaling by implying that the 

gift is precious, valuable, or desirable. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Based on the analysis above the data of this research are 333 data. The 

researcher found 137 positive attitude and 196 negative attitude.  And it shows 314 of 

affect, 13 of judgement, and 6 of appreciation.  For graduation, there are 115 process, 

79 quality, 50 up-scale, and 283 down-scale.  

In affect Puss expressed security the most with 181 in total. Then, 71 for satisfaction, 

for happiness there is 51 total, and 11 for inclination. Positive security for the highest in 

this affect, with 95 positive emotions. As a result, Puss expressed his security or 

confidence in this movie.  

In judgement, there are 9 negative emotions and 5 positive emotions. Negative 

capacity appears the most in this analysis, with 9 in total. The negative jugement in 

this data is only capacity. This shows how Puss judges something in others. Puss 

judges the others as stupid.  



For appreciation, both positive and negative, composition and valuation have no 

data in this research. The researcher only found 6 reaction in total. 1 positive reaction, 

and 5 negative reactions. This shows that Puss has a negative value on things.  

From the attitude analysis data above, the most common type is positive 

security, which means that Puss has a confident and brave attitude. This 

characterization is well-validated by Puss’s actions and personality throughout the 

movie. However, the characterization of Puss in Boots as confident and brave is 

strongly supported by his actions and interactions throughout the movie. 

And for graduation, there are 115 process, 79 quality, 50 up-scale, and 283 down-

scale. Process refers to an action and focuses on the energy, intensity, or strength with 

which these processes are carried out. It shows that Puss figure with an action and 

energy.  

Combining the process and down-scale in this result portrays that Puss making 

something simpler and making the whole experience better for everyone involved with 

the strength. From the findings and discussion of Puss in Boots: The Last Wish (2022) 

Movie, the researcher describes the character of Puss in this movie as a cat character 

who has high self-confidence, is critical, and how he values things. Puss's character is 

also supported by the process and scaling in the graduation theory.  

In scaling, Puss often talks about making things better which reflects his 

confident and heroic personality. He is smart, brave, and charming, and his words 

show that. When Puss talks about how he solves problems or makes decisions, he 

focuses on the steps he takes.   
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