
SOCIAL IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION OF ADAM 

CASSIDY IN JOSEPH FINDER’S PARANOIA 

 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 

 

Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements to achieve Sarjana 

Sastra Degree in English Literature Department 

 

 

 

 

 

By 

 

JALBA BARRIEL FAWWAZ 

2000026121 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LITERATURE, CULTURE AND COMMUNICATION 

AHMAD DAHLAN UNIVERSITY 

2024 



ì'

APPROVAL PAGE

SOCIAL IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION OF ÀDAI}T CASSil}Y IN
JOSEPII F'INDER'S PARANOA

An Undergraduate Thesis

Submitted as a Partinl Fulfillment of the Requirements to achieve
Sørjana Sastra Degree in English Literrture l)epartment

Faculty of Literature, Culture, and Communication
Univercitas Ahmad l)¡hlan

By

JALBA BARRIELFAW}VAZ

2{IXI}26121

Approved by the Consultant on June 2lú,2üìA

Consult¡nt

*---

NrPtu. 19791218200309 III 090ü733



f

RATIFICATION PAGE

SOCIAL IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION OF AI}AM CASSü)Y IN JOSEPH
$.INI}ER'S PÁRANOA

An Llndergraduate Thesis

By

JALBA BARRIEL FAWWAZ
2ffi26t2t

This Undergraduate Thesis has been ex¡mined on June 21"tr2024
and has been accepted as one of the requirements to obtain

Sarjana Sastra llegree in Englirh LiteratureDeprrtment Faculty of
Lítereture, Culture, ¡nd Communication
Universit¿s Ahmad Dahlan Yograkerta

The Board of Dxaminers consist of

1. Chairperson : IVajiran, S.S, M.4., Ph.I)

2. First Examiner : Resneri llautay, S.S, MJI

3. Second Examiner : lfana Í'¡rid¡, S.S, MÁ

Yogøkerfe, June 2;lú 21124

English Litereture llepartm ent

Literature, Culture, and Communieation

TheDean

¡

AH

LU

7')

NIPM. 19791218200309 I I I 0900733



Name

Student Number

Department

Faculty

University

STATEMENT OF WORK ORIGINALITY

Jalba Barriel Fawwaz

200002612r

Sastra Inggris

Sastra, Budaya, dan Komunikasi

Universitas Ahmad Dahlan

Herewith, I state that all these statements, opinions, analysis, that I have written in

this undergraduate thesis entitled SOCIAL IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION OF

ADAM CASSIDY IN JOSEPH FINDER'S PARANOIA are my original work.

During the process, I optimally conducted my or.vn research with the help of some

references and suggestions. Every word and statement taken from these references

are treated as quotation and experts in which the name of the author and publisher

are stated. If any claim related tc this analysis that I made persist in the future, I

would be fully responsible fbr my clarification.

June2l't-2!21_

Barriel Fawwaz

rry*

iv



Nama

NIM

Department

Faculty

University

PERNYATAAN

Jalba Barriel Fawwaz

2000026121

Sastra Inggris

Sastra, Budaya, dan Komunikasi

Universitas Ahmad Dahlan

Menyatakan b ahwa kary a ilmi ah berjudul S OCIAL IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION

OF ADAM CASSIDY IN JOSEPH FINDER'S PARANOIA ini adalah hasil

pekerjaan saya sendiri, dan sepanjang pengetahuan saya, tidak berisi materu yang

ditulis orang lain sebagai persyaratan penyelesaian studi di pcrguruan tinggi ini atau

perguruan tinggi lain, kecuali pada bagian-bagian terlentu yang saya ambil sebagai

acuan dengan mengikuti tata cara dan etika penulisan karya ilmiah yang'razim.

Apabila ternyata bahwa pernyataan ini tidak benar, hal tersebut sepenuhnya

menjadi tanggung jawab saya dan saya bersedia mendapatkan sanksi akademis

apabila di kemudian hari penulisan karya ilmiah ini hasil plagiarisme

2l lum2024

Barriel Fawu,az



vi 
 

Lampiran 1 

PERNYATAAN TIDAK PLAGIAT 

 

Saya yang bertandatangan dibawah ini: 

Nama   : Jalba Barriel Fawwaz 

NIM   : 2000026121 

Email   : jalba2000026121@webmail.uad.ac.id 

Fakultas  : Sastra, Budaya, dan Komunikasi 

Program Studi  : Sastra Inggris  

Judul Tugas Akhir      : SOCIAL IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION OF ADAM 

CASSIDY IN JOSEPH FINDER’S PARANOIA 

 

Dengan ini menyatakan bahwa : 

1. Hasil karya yang saya serahkan ini adalah asli dan belum pernah diajukan untuk 

mendapatkan gelar kesarjanaan baik di Universitas Ahmad Dahlan  maupun di 

institusi pendidikan lainnya. 

2. Hasil karya saya ini bukan saduran/terjemahan melainkan merupakan gagasan, 

rumusan dan hasil pelaksanaan penelitian/implementasi saya sendiri, tanpa 

bantuan pihak lain, kecuali arahan dari pembimbing akademik dan narasumber 

penelitian. 

3. Hasil karya saya ini merupakan revisi terakhir setelah diujikan yang telah 

diketahui dan disetujui oleh pembimbing. 

4. Dalam karya saya ini tidak terdapat karya atau pendapat yang telah ditulis atau 

dipublikasikan oran lain, kecuali yang digunakan sebagai acuan dalam naskah 

dengan menyebutkan nama pengarang dan dicantumkan dalam daftar pustaka. 

 

Pernyataan ini saya buat dengan sesungguhnya. Apabila di kemudian hari terbukti 

ada penyimpangan dan ketidakbenaran dalam pernyataan ini maka saya bersedia 

menerima sanksi akademik berupa pencabutan gelar yang telah diperoleh karena 

karya saya ini, serta sanksi lain yang sesuai dengan ketentuan yang berlaku di 

Universitas Ahmad Dahlan. 

 

Yogyakarta, 21 Juni 2024 

 

Jalba Barriel Fawwaz 



Lampiran2

PBRNYATAAN PII,RSETI].II]AN AKSES

Saya yang bertandatangan dibawah ini:

Nama : Jalba Barriel Fawwaz

NIM :2000026121
Email : ja1ba2000026121@webmail.uad.ac.id

Fakultas : Sastra, Budaya, dan Komunikasi

Program Studi : Sastra Inggris
Judul Tugas Akhir : SOCIAL IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION OF ADAM

CASSIDY IN JOSEPFI FINDER'S PARANOIA

Dengan ini saya menyerahkan hak Sepenuhnya kepada Pusat Sumber Belajar

Universitas Ahmad Dahlan untuk menyimpan, mengatur akses serta melakukan

pengelolaan terhadap karya saya ini dengan mengacu pada ketentuan akses tugas

akhir elektronik sebagai berikut (beri tancla pada kotak).

Saya mengizinkan karya tersebut diunggah ke dalam Repository Pusat

Sumber Belajar Universitas Ahmacl Dahlan.

Demikian pernyiìirìfìiì ini saya buat dengan sebenarnya

Yogyakarta, 2I Juni 2024

Jalba Barriel Fawwaz

Mengetahui
Pembirnbing

Waiiran, S.S., M.4., Ph.D

NIPM. 19791218 200309 111 0900733

vll



viii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

All Praise to Allah SWT and researcher testify that Prophet Muhammad 

SAW is His messenger. For His help, mercy, and love so that the researcher can 

complete this undergraduate thesis. 

The researcher realizes that without the prayers, support, and guidance 

from several parties, the researcher may find it challenging to complete this 

undergraduate thesis. Therefore, especially for Mr. Wajiran, S.S, M.A., Ph.D. 

thank you for your time, advice, guidance, and support in completing this thesis. 

Therefore, the researcher would like to thank: 

1. Prof. Dr. Muchlas, M.T., as the Rector of Universitas Ahmad Dahlan.  

2. Wajiran, S.S., M.A., Ph.D., as the Dean of Faculty of Literature, Culture, and 

Communication of Universitas Ahmad Dahlan.  

3. Drs. Maftukhin, M. Hum., as the Head of English Literature Department of 

Universitas Ahmad Dahlan.  

4. All the lecturers of the English Literature Department, Faculty of Literature, 

Culture, and Communication of Universitas Ahmad Dahlan for the meaningful 

support in this study.  

5.  All employees of Ahmad Dahlan University who helped him in administration 

affairs. 

6.  His friends from the English Literature Department class of 2020.  

 The researcher realized that this thesis is still far from perfection. However, 

I hope it can provide some advantages for its reader and the researcher welcomes 

any development suggestions. The researcher really appreciates the opinions and 

criticism you give, then it can be improved by other people in the future with better 

study.  

Yogyakarta, June 21st 2024 

 

 

 

Jalba Barriel Fawwaz 



ix 
 

MOTTO 

 

“ Mama used to be on disability but gave me this ability, and now she walkin’ 

with her head high and her back straight” 

( Drake ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



x 
 

DEDICATION  

Hereby, I would like to convey my respect and gratitude to  : 

● The one and only my beloved Mom, no one can take her place in my life. 

Though the sentence may stretch, thank you for everything you’ve 

accomplished on my behalf. I swear to God,  I love you in my life. God 

Bless Ya. 

● My both brother and sister, you’ve done a lot of things through. Just 

remember you two still got me right here. 

● All my friends, too numerous to mention individually. Thanks for the 

experiences and lessons that have led me to this point. 

● My fellow barista friends, the numerous coffes shops, and Yogyakarta’s 

coffee scene acquaintances, have indirectly brought joy and refreshing 

moments to the process of writing the thesis. 

● Someone brought me a bunch of flowers and being the only one came on 

my thesis examination, someone caught my sight since the first meet as a 

customer in my coffeeshop, someone I can’t mention her nome until I get 

her as my girl, hopefully. 

 

 

 

 

 



xi 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

TITLE ....................................................................................................................... i 

APPROVAL PAGE ................................................................................................ ii 

RATIFICATION PAGE ........................................................................................ iii 

STATEMENT OF WORK ORIGINALITY .......................................................... iv 

PERNYATAAN ...................................................................................................... v 

PERNYATAAN TIDAK PLAGIAT ..................................................................... vi 

PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN AKSES ......................................................... vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ................................................................................. viii 

MOTTO ................................................................................................................. ix 

TABLE OF CONTENT ......................................................................................... xi 

ABSTRACT ......................................................................................................... xiii 

INTISARI ............................................................................................................. xiv 

CHAPTER I ............................................................................................................ 1 

INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................. 1 

A. Background of The Study ............................................................................ 1 

B. Problem Formulation ................................................................................... 5 

C. Objective of The Study ................................................................................ 6 

D. Reviews on Related Study ........................................................................... 6 

E. Method of Research ..................................................................................... 8 

1. Source of Data .......................................................................................... 8 

2. Method and Technique of Collecting Data .............................................. 8 

3. Method and Technique of Analyzing Data .............................................. 9 

CHAPTER II ......................................................................................................... 10 

THEORETICAL APPROACH AND FRAMEWORK ........................................ 10 

A. Introduction ................................................................................................ 10 

B. Theoretical Approach ................................................................................. 11 

C. Theoretical Framework .............................................................................. 11 



xii 
 

1. Henri Tajfel ............................................................................................ 12 

2. Minimal Group Paradigm ....................................................................... 15 

3.  Social Identity Theory ............................................................................ 18 

CHAPTER III ....................................................................................................... 25 

ANALYSIS ........................................................................................................... 25 

A. Introduction ................................................................................................ 25 

B. Paranoia ...................................................................................................... 26 

C. Three Stages of Cassidy’s Social Identity Construction ............................ 27 

1. Social Categorization ............................................................................. 28 

2. Social Identification ............................................................................... 34 

3. Social Comparison ................................................................................. 41 

CHAPTER IV ....................................................................................................... 45 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ................................................................. 45 

A. Conclusion ................................................................................................. 45 

B. Suggestion .................................................................................................. 48 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ................................................................................................. 51 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xiii 
 

 

SOCIAL IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION OF ADAM CASSIDY IN JOSEPH 

FINDER’S PARANOIA 

 

Jalba Barriel Fawwaz 

2000026121 

 

ABSTRACT 

 The choice of Joseph Finder's Paranoia for this study is grounded in several 

key considerations. Firstly, its notable success as a New York Times bestseller 

during the 2000s underscores its literary significance, particularly within the 

thriller-espionage genre. What sets Paranoia apart is Finder's unique portrayal of 

Adam Cassidy, whose focus on navigating social identity amidst corporate 

espionage differs from the common emphasis on suspense. Cassidy's struggle to 

maintain an essential position within the corporate hierarchy while concealing his 

true identity serves as a rich narrative background for exploring social identity 

construction. 

 This research employs a descriptive analysis method, drawing its primary 

data from Joseph Finder's Paranoia. The theoretical underpinning guiding this 

analysis is Henri Tajfel's Social Identity Theory, offering a framework to 

understand the dynamics of social identities within groups. By combining 

descriptive analysis with Tajfel's theory, the research seeks to provide an 

understanding of the social identity construction depicted in Paranoia. 

 The findings revealed a structured progression in Cassidy's social identity 

construction within Paranoia, aligning with the principles of Social Identity 

Theory. Initially, Cassidy engages in Social Categorization by aligning himself with 

Trion. Subsequently, he proceeds to Social Identification, wherein he internalizes 

Trion's values. Finally, the stage of Social Comparison emerges as Cassidy 

evaluates the distinctions between his roles at Trion and his previous workplace. 

 

 Keywords : Paranoia, Adam Cassidy, SIT, Trion, Social Identity 

Construction 
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SOCIAL IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION OF ADAM CASSIDY IN JOSEPH 

FINDER’S PARANOIA 

 

Jalba Barriel Fawwaz 

2000026121 

 

INTISARI 

 Pemilihan Paranoia karya Joseph Finder untuk penelitian ini didasarkan 

pada beberapa pertimbangan. Pertama, keberhasilannya yang luar biasa sebagai 

buku terlaris di New York Times pada tahun 2000-an, terutama dalam genre 

thriller-spionase. Yang membedakan Paranoia adalah penggambaran unik Finder 

tentang Adam Cassidy, yang fokusnya pada penelusuran identitas sosial dalam 

spionase korporat yang berbeda dari penekanan umum pada ketegangannya. 

Perjuangan Cassidy untuk mempertahankan posisi penting dalam perusahaan 

sambil menyembunyikan identitas aslinya menjadi latar belakang untuk 

mengeksplorasi konstruksi identitas sosial. 

 Penelitian ini menggunakan metode deskriptif analisis, dengan mengambil 

data primer dari Paranoia karya Joseph Finder. Landasan teori pada analisis ini 

adalah Teori Identitas Sosial dari Henri Tajfel, yang menjelaskan sebuah kerangka 

untuk memahami dinamika identitas sosial di dalam kelompok. Dengan 

menggabungkan metode tersebut dengan teori Tajfel, penelitian ini memberikan 

pemahaman tentang konstruksi identitas sosial yang digambarkan dalam Paranoia. 

 Hasilnya menunjukkan perkembangan dalam konstruksi identitas sosial 

Cassidy dalam Paranoia, sesuai dengan prinsip Teori Identitas Sosial. Awalnya, 

proses Kategorisasi Sosial ketika Cassidy menyelaraskan dirinya dengan Trion. 

Selanjutnya Identifikasi Sosial, di mana ia menginternalisasi nilai-nilai Trion. 

Terakhir, tahap Perbandingan Sosial muncul saat Cassidy mengevaluasi perbedaan 

antara perannya di Trion dan tempat kerja sebelumnya. . 

 

Kata Kunci : Paranoia, Adam Cassidy, Trion, SIT, Pembentukan Identitas Sosial 
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