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ECOFEMINISM REPRESENTED IN SYMBOLS AND MYTH IN THE 

MOVIE “DANCES WITH WOLVES.” 

By: 

Arda Wahyu Saputri 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Women’s and environmental issues have been a continuous discussion among 

the researchers. Both women and nature are getting unfair treatment. This issue is also 

faced by the Native American tribe, especially Sioux women. Women from the Sioux 

tribe often get unfair treatment in their environment. This aligns with the oppression of 

their nature. This situation has led Sioux women to want to protect and preserve their 

environment by taking several appropriate actions.  

 

In conducting this research, the researcher used a movie entitled “Dances with 

Wolves” as the research object, which was analyzed using a qualitative descriptive 

method. The data was collected through two steps: the main data taken from a scene in 

the movie "Dances with Wolves" and supporting data taken from websites, journals, and 

theses on the internet. The data was analyzed using ecofeminist theory to analyze the 

role of Sioux women in preserving and protecting their nature. Additionally, the 

researcher also used Rolland Barthes' semiotics theory to analyze the meaning of 

cultural symbols reflecting the preservation embodied by Sioux women.  

 

The results of this research show that there are two roles of Sioux women in 

preserving the environment. These roles are reflected in the daily activities of the Sioux 

community, such as the role of women in utilizing natural resources, the role of women 

in giving education, and the role of Sioux women in protecting the environment, which 

is depicted through resistance against the Pawnee tribe. The preservation efforts of 

women are also reflected through the several cultural symbols found in the movie 

"Dance with Wolves." These symbols include bison, teepee, clothing, and jewelry. 

 

Keywords: Sioux women, nature, cultural symbols, dances with wolves. 
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ECOFEMINISM REPRESENTED IN SYMBOLS AND MYTH IN THE 

MOVIE “DANCES WITH WOLVES.” 

Oleh: 

Arda Wahyu Saputri 

INTISARI 

 

Isu Perempuan dan lingkungan menjadi topik pembicaraan yang terus dibahas oleh 

para peneliti. Baik Perempuan maupun alam, keduanya sama sama mengalami perlakuan 

yang tidak adil. Isu tersebut juga dialami oleh suku Native American khusunya Perempuan 

Sioux. Perempuan suku Sioux kerap mendapatkan perlakuan yang tidak adil di 

lingkungannya. Hal itu sejalan dengan adanya penindasan alam mereka. Hal tersebut 

membuat Wanita Sioux ingin menjaga dan melindungi alam mereka dengan mengambil 

Tindakan-tindakan yang tepat.  

 

Dalam menyelesaikan penelitian ini, peneliti menggunakan film berjudul “Dances 

with Wolves” sebagai objek penelitian yang kemudian di analisis menggunakan metode 

deskriptif kualitatif.  Peneliti mengumpulkan data melalui dua cara yaitu data utama yang 

diambil melalui sebuah adegan didalam film “Dances with Wolves”. Kemudian data 

pendukung peneliti ambil melalui website, jurnal,dan thesis di internet.  Data tersebut 

kemudian di analisis menggunakan teori ekofeminisme untuk menganalisis peran wanita 

Sioux dalam melestarikan dan melindungi alam.  selain itu, peneliti juga menggunakan 

teori semiotika Rolland Barthes untuk menganalisis makna dari symbol budaya yang 

mencerminkan kelestarian yang diwujudkan oleh Wanita Sioux.  

 

Hasil dari penelitian ini menunjukan bahwa terdapat dua peran Wanita Sioux dalam 

melestarikan alam.  peran peran tersebut tercermin dalam aktivitas sehari sehari 

Masyarakat suku Sioux berupa peran Wanita dalam memanfaatkan sumber daya alam, 

peran Wanita dalam memberikan Pendidikan, dan peran wanita Sioux dalam melindungi 

alam yang tergambar melaui sebuah perlawanan melawan suku Pawne. Pelestarian yang 

dilakukan oleh Wanita juga tercermin melalui beberapa symbol budaya yang ditemukan 

dalam film”dance with wolves” . simbol-simbol tersebut berupa bison, teepee, pakaian,dan 

perhiasan.  

 

Kata kunci: Wanita Sioux, alam, symbol budaya, dances with wolves. 
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