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Abstract 

Illocutionary act is an act performed in saying something. In another words, Illocutionary act is an 

utterance with some kind of function in mind. This study discussed about the use of Illocutionary 

Act to determine the lyric of the song’s meaning. The aims of this study were to find out the types 

of illocutionary acts based on song lyrics in Fine Line album by Harry Styles using Searle (1969) 

theory and to find out the functions of illocutionary acts using Leech (1993) theory. 

 This study uses a qualitative method. The data source in this research is Fine Line album. 

The main data of this research are the lyrics of 10 songs in the Fine Line album. The supporting 

data of this research are website, journal, YouTube, etc. which are related to this research. To 

collect data, researchers used Sudaryono's theory, namely the documentation method. To analyze 

data, researchers used descriptive methods. Based on the analysis, researcher found 30 data 

containing the type of illocutionary act and the function of the illocutionary act. The 30 data of 

sentences are further divided into 4 types of illocutionary acts and 4 functions of illocutionary acts. 

The findings and results of types illocutionary acts are 13 assertive, 8 directives, 4 expressive, and 

5 declaratives. The findings and results of functions of illocutionary acts are 6 competitive, 2 

convivial, 14 collaboratives. 

Key words: Pragmatic, Illocutionary Act, Song Lyrics, Speech Act. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lintang2000026139@webmail.uad.ac.id


 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Sitorus and Herman (2019, p.24) explain that song is a form of tool for human 

communication. A song is an expressive tool that uses sound and melody to convey ideas, 

feelings, thoughts, and emotions. Words that are placed in a song's lyrics like a sentence would 

be. One of the songs in a piece of musical art has lyrics that both fill the melody and function 

as the song's element. Sentences composed specifically for a purpose are seen in song lyrics. 

The intention behind writing the song's lyrics was to portray to the audience the feelings that 

the writer was experiencing. Aside from this, song lyricists and artists use song lyrics as a 

creative art technique to inform or convey to listeners the fear or feeling. 

Searle (1969) said that speech acts are divided into three types: locution, illocution, and 

perlocution. Locutionary act is the basic act of speaking which concerned with physical act of 

producing sound, constructing a good string of sign, and responsible for task.  Illocutionary act 

is the act done in speaking which has purpose of something or can be called as function of the 

spoken language. Searle (1969) states that illocutionary act become four types: assertive, 

directives, expressive and declarative. Perlocutionary is the act performed by illocutionary act. 

It is the effect of the speaking utterances of illocutionary said and can be an action, feeling, or 

thought of the speaker, listener, or other parties of communication. 

Previous studies have similarly explored the illocutionary act in song album such as Sari 

& Emelia (2022) conducted find out the functions of the illocutionary act found in the song 

lyrics Doo-Woops & Holligan’s Album using Searle (1979). Secondly, Setia Aji (2022) 

analyzed An Analysis on Illocutionary Act in Song “1x1” By Bring Me the Horizon using 

descriptive qualitative method and using Searle's (1979) theory. Additionally, IKW Astuti 

(2019) conducted The Illocutionary Acts Found in the Lyrics of Niall Horan “Flicker” Album 

and analyzing felt sad about the phenomena of the “nowadays” kids. He thought that 

nowadays, people could get stressed easily and feel depressed. In order to support the study 

itself, the writer investigated three songs by the singer Niall Horan from his “Flicker” album.  

Based on the previous studies mentioned above, researcher is interested in conducting this 

research because Fine Line album received many awards according to Billboard (2019) such 



as First U.K. Male Artist to Debut at No. 1 With First Two Album and also researcher interested 

in classifying the meaning of the song lyrics in the album.  Based on the explanation above, 

the research used a note-taking technique and descriptive method. The research focused on 

identifying types of Illocutionary acts, identifying the types of illocutionary acts used in song 

lyrics in “Fine Line” album by Harry Styles and the functions of illocutionary act using Searle 

(1969) and Leech (1993). 

II. METHOD 

The researcher utilized a design of descriptive qualitative method in this study, which is a 

research method that attempts to describe and evaluate items in line with reality. Because the 

data analysis is presented descriptively, the descriptive method is used. The researcher used 

song lyric from Fine Line album by Harry Styles. 

The main data from this study is the lyrics from the 10 songs of the Harry Styles entitled 

(1) Golden, (2) Watermelon Sugar, (3) Adore You, (4) Lights Up, (5) Cherry, (6) Falling, (7) 

She, (8) Canyon Moon, (9) Treat People with Kindness, and (10) Fine Line. The source of the 

data is taken from Fine Line Album. 

III. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

In this section, after presenting the data and analyzing the data, the researcher find 30 

utterances song lyrics from four types of illocutionary acts (Searle, 1969) are assertive 13, 

directives 8, expressive 4, declarative 5. The researcher finds the utterance of song lyrics in 

Fine Line album by Harry Styles in all type of illocutionary acts with some categories or 

features, firstly assertive the features are informing, concluding, confessing, and telling. 

Secondly directives the features are advising, ordering, asking, and argument. Thirdly 

expressive the features are praising, lamenting, and compliment, apologizing. And the last 

declarative with the features is declaring, repudiating, and approving. 



 Furthermore, the researcher find 30 utterances of song lyrics in Fine Line album by 

Harry Styles from four functions of illocutionary acts (Leech, 1983) are competitive 6, 

convivial 2, collaborative 14, conflictive 8. The researcher finds the utterance of song lyrics in 

Fine Line album by Harry Styles in all functions of illocutionary acts with some categories or 

features, firstly competitive the features are ordering, demanding, asking, and begging. 

Secondly convivial the features are of offering and greeting. Thirdly collaborative the features 

are announcing, instructing, asserting and reporting. The last is conflictive the features are 

threatening, accusing, reprimanding. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Based on the data analysis and discussion above, there were some conclusions that the 

types of illocutionary acts are contained on song lyrics with 30 utterances in four types, there 

are assertive, directive, expressive, and declarative. And there are some features of each type, 

the first is assertive there are informing, concluding, confessing, and telling. The second is 

directive there are advising, ordering, asking, argument. The third is expressive there are 

praising, lamenting, compliment, and apologizing. The last is declarative there are declaring, 

repudiating, approving, and disclaiming. In conclude of the percentage in discussion that the 

song lyrics of Fine Line album by Harry Styles use most of assertive illocutionary act. 

The functions of illocutionary acts are contained on song lyrics with 30 utterances in four 

functions, there are competitive, convivial, collaborative, and conflictive. And there are some 

features from each function, the first is competitive there are ordering, demanding, asking, and 

begging. The second is convivial there are offering and greeting. The third is collaborative 

there are announcing, instructing, asserting, and reporting. The last is conflictive there are 



threatening, accusing, reprimanding. In conclude of the percentage in discussion that the song 

lyrics of Fine Line album by Harry Styles use most of collaborative function. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



References 

A.A.S. Diah Prameswari, & I.G.A.V.W. Putri (2017). An Analysis Of 

       Illocutionary Acts Found in Daebak Show Season 2 Episode 1 

A. Hidayat (2016). Speech Acts: Force Behind Words 

Allan, Keith, Jaszczolt, & Kasia M. (2012). The Cambridge Handbook of    

        Pragmatics. New York 

Arikunto, S. (2010). Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktik. 

       Jakarta: Rineka Cipta. Atanassova, I., Bertin, M., & Larivière, V. (2016). 

      On the composition of scientific abstracts. 

Austin. (1955). How to Do Things with Words. Oxford: Oxford university press  

Austin, J.L. (1962). How to do Things with Words.  

      Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Bach, K. and R. M Harnish. (1979). Linguistic Communication and Speech Acts. 

       Cambridge, Mass Press 

Billboard (2019) Harry Styles’ ‘Fine Line’ Album Earns Huge No. 1 Debut on   

       Billboard 200 Chart 

Candra, KDP. (2021). Illocutionary Act of Balinese Song Lyrics: Types  

       and Function in Pandemic Era 

Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research Design: fourth edition. California: Sage   

       Publication York: Cambridge University Press. 

Croddy, W. S. (2002). Performing illocutionary speech acts 

Cutting, & Joan. (2001). Pragmatic and Discourse: A Resource Book for 

      Students.   London and New York: Routledge. 

Dallin, R. (1994). Approaches to Communication through Music. 

      David Foulton Publisher. 

David, N. (1993). Introducing Discourse Analysis. 

Erlinda, Rita. (2010). Linguistics for english language teaching: sounds, words 

      and sentences. 

Félix-Brasdefer, J. César. Pragmatics at Indiana University.  

Fitriani, & Siti Sarah (2020). An Analysis of Illocutionary Acts in a Fantasy 



      Movie. Banda Aceh: Universitas Syiah Kuala. 

Gallaway, C. (1994). Input and Interaction in Language acquisition. 

     Cambridge University 

Gordon, M., & Ladefoged, P. (2001). Phonation types: a cross-linguistic 

     overview. Journal of phonetics, 29(4), 383-406. 

Griffiths, P. (2006). An Introduction to English Semantics and Pragmatics. 

      Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.  

Gunawan, & Asim. (2007). Pragmatik Teori & Kajian Nusantara. 

      Jakarta: Universitas Atma Jaya. 

Horn, L. R. & Warn, G. (2006). The Handbook of Pragmatics. 

     Oxford: Blackwell Publishing 

Hurford, J. R., & Heasley, B. (1983). Semantics: a coursebook. 

      London: Cambridge University Press. 

Islami, D. (2018). An analysis of Illocutionart Acts Used in Junior High School  

       Students' "When English Rings the Bell" Grade VII. Thesis. Banda Aceh:  

       Universitas Islam Negeri ArRaniry Banda Aceh. 

Kamajaya, N, I, Ida Setianingsih, & N. Antari. (2017). “Illocutionary and 

       Perlocutionary Acts in the Movie Script Entitled” 

Kreidler, & Charles W. (2002). Introducing English Semantic. 

      London: Taylor Francis e-Library. 

Leech, G.N. (1983). Principles of Pragmatics. 

      USA: Longman Group Limited 

Leech, & Geoffrey. (1993). Function of illocutionary acts. England: enc express. 

Leech, Geoffrey N. (2016). Principles of Pragmatics. Routledge. 

Levinson, Stephen C.Levinson. (1983). Pragmatics. 

      London: Cambridge University Press. 

M.A. Nufaizi, Senowarsito, & A.S. Aji (2022). An Analysis on Illocutionary Act  

      in Song “1x1” Bring Me the Horizon 

Mey, J. L. (2009). Concise Encyclopedia of Pragmatics. Oxford: Elsevier Ltd 

Mey, J. L. (2001). Pragmatics: An Introduction. UK: Blackwell Publishing. 

Mulyana (2005). Kajian Wacana, Teori, Metode, dan Aplikasi Prinsip-Prinsipn 



        Analisis Wacana. Yogyakarta: Tiara Wacana, 

Nufaizi, MA, Senowarsito, & A.S. Aji (2022). An Analysis on Illocutionary Act  

      in Song “1x1” Bring Me the Horizon 

Olshtain, E, & A. D. Cohen. (1983). “Apology: A Speech Act Set.” In N. Wolfson  

        and E. Judd (eds.) Sociolinguistics and Language Acquisition, 18-35.  

        Rowley, MA: Newbury House. 

Peccei, J. S. (1999). Pragmatics Language Workbooks. 

        New York, NY: Taylor & Francis e-Library, (2005). Routledge. 

Rahardi, K. (2005). Pragmatik: Kesantunan Imperatif Bahasa Indonesia. 

       Jakarta: Penerbit Erlangga. 

Searle, & John R. (1975). Language in Society: A Classification of Illocutionary 

       Acts. Cambridge University Press. 

Searle, John. R. (1969). Speech Act: An Essay on the Philosophy of Language. 

     New York. Cambridge University Press. 

Searle, John. (1979). Expression and Meaning; Studies in Theory of Speech Acts. 

     Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Searle, J. R. and D. Vanderveken. (1985). Foundations of Illocutionary Logic. 

     Cambridge: University Press 

Siritman, B & Meilintina, M (2020). English Speech Acts of Directives in Class 

       Interaction 

Sitorus, E & Herman. (2019). “A Deixis Analysis of Song Lyrics in Calum Scott 

      ’You Are the Reason’” 

Smith, Barry. (2003) “John Searle: From Speech Acts to Social Reality”, InBarry  

      Smith (Ed.), John Searle. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Sudaryono. (2016). Metode Penelitian Pendidikan. Yogyakarta: Andi. 

Vanderveken, D. (1990). Meaning and Speech Acts: Volume 1, Principles of  

       Language Use (Vol. 1). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 

Violeta, R. (2019). Speech Acts Analysis of The Main Character in Maleficent  

       Movie Script by Jane McTee. Thesis. Lampung: University of Islamic State  

       Raden Intan Lampung. 

 



Yule, G. (1996). Pragmatics (Oxford Introduction to Language Study). Oxford: 

     Oxford University Press. 

Yule, G. (2006). The study of language. New York, Cambridge University Press. 

 


