
AMERICAN DREAM IN THE FILMMINARI:

REPRESENTATION OF KOREAN IMMIGRANT

FAMILY IN AMERICA

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS

Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of Requirements
to Obtain Sarjana Sastra Degree English

Literature Department

By

AUDREY FITRIANA SALSABILLA

2000026132

FACULTY OF LITERATURE, CULTURE, AND COMMUNICATION
UNIVERSITAS AHMAD DAHLAN

2024



ii



iii



iv



v



vi



vii



viii

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Bismillahir rahmanir Rahim,

All praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of the universe, who has always given us

grace and guidance. Shalawat and greetings are always poured out to our Lord,

Prophet Muhammad SAW, for his example and As-Sunnah, a life guide for all

mankind in all aspects of life. With the help and blessing of Allah, the Most

Gracious and Most Merciful, the researcher completed the thesis with the title

AMERICAN DREAM IN THE FILM MINARI: REPRESENTATION OF

KOREAN IMMIGRANT IN FAMILY IN AMERICA smoothly without any

obstacles.

The researcher sincerely wishes to thank everyone who has supported the

researcher in completing this research. The researcher would like to express her

gratitude to Mr. Resneri Daulay, S.S., M.A., the thesis supervisor who always

directs and opens the researcher's mind when conducting research. Not to forget,

the researchers would like to thank:

1. Dr. Muchlas, M. T, Rector of Ahmad Dahlan University Yogyakarta.

2. Wajiran S.S., M.A., Ph.D, Dean of the Faculty of Letters, Culture and

Communication, Ahmad Dahlan University.



ix

3. Drs. Maftukhin, M.Hum, Head of the English Literature Study Program at

Ahmad Dahlan University

4. All the lecturers at Ahmad Dahlan University who guided the researcher from

semester one to eight.

5. All staff and employees at Ahmad Dahlan University.

6. Dearest family, Bapak, Ibu, and Adek, always support the researcher.

7. Argy always accompanies the researcher wherever and whenever the

researcherr finds it difficult.

8. All friends from school to college who always add color to the researcher life.

9. All people who always support researcher without exception.

Hopefully, the thesis that the researcher has written can be a source of inspiration

and knowledge for everyone who reads it. The researcher apologizes for all the

shortcomings and mistakes that exist.

Yogyakarta, 30rd May 2024

Audrey Fitriana Salsabilla



x

MOTTO

“Just because it’s hard doesn’t mean it’s impossible”



xi

DEDICATION PAGE

This thesis is a dedication to:

1. Allah SWT and Prophet Muhammad SAW, because of their blessings and grace,

I could complete this thesis smoothly without any obstacles.

2. Myself, you doing great!

3. Bapak Teguh Tri Wahyudi and Ibu Supri Hartini as parents who always support

and pray for me every step of the way, wherever I am, so that I can be at the

point I am now.

4. Rasyad Khalil Gibran is the only younger brother who always comforts me

when difficulties and boredom strike.

5. Muhammad Argy Syahputra Rizky, you were 23 years old when this thesis was

written; thank you for always being there and supporting me, no matter the

difficulties. I hope we will always be together in the following years.

6. For all friends and colleagues who always provide color and happiness from

school to college.

7. For all the lecturers who have educated and guided me while studying at

Ahmad Dahlan University.

8. For everyone who always supports me.



xii

TABLE OF CONTENTS

APPROVAL PAGE....................................................................................................... ii

RATIFICATION PAGE.............................................................................................. iii

STATEMENT OF WORK ORIGINALITY.............................................................. iv

PERNYATAAN..............................................................................................................v

PERNYATAAN TIDAK PLAGIAT........................................................................... vi

PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN AKSES............................................................... vii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT......................................................................................... viii

MOTTO.......................................................................................................................... x

DEDICATION PAGE.................................................................................................. xi

TABLE OF CONTENTS............................................................................................ xii

TABLE OF PICTURE............................................................................................... xiv

ABSTRACT................................................................................................................xvii

INTISARI.................................................................................................................. xviii

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION.................................................................................. 1

A. Background of Study.................................................................................................. 1

B. Problem Formulation...................................................................................................5

C. Objective of Study.......................................................................................................6

D. Review of Related Study.............................................................................................6

E. Method of Research.....................................................................................................9

1. Data and Source of Data.......................................................................................... 9

2. Technique of Collecting Data.................................................................................. 9



xiii

3. Technique of Analyzing Data................................................................................ 10

F. Presentation................................................................................................................11

CHAPTER II THEORITICAL APPROACH AND FRAMEWORK.................... 12

A. Theoritical Approach................................................................................................ 12

B. Theoritical Framework..............................................................................................14

CHAPTER III ANALYSIS......................................................................................... 25

A. Representation of the American Dream in the FilmMinari..................................... 26

B. The Motivations of Korean Immigrant Family in Achieving

American Dream in the Film Minari........................................................................ 56

CHAPTER IV CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION............................................. 67

A. Conclusion................................................................................................................ 67

B. Suggestion................................................................................................................. 69

REFERENCES.............................................................................................................70



xiv

TABLE OF PICTURE

Picture 1.1 Jacob and Monica Argue...................................................................... 27

Picture 1.2 Jacob and Monica Argue...................................................................... 28

Picture 1.3 Jacob and Monica Argue...................................................................... 29

Picture 1.4 Paul tries to calm Jacob.........................................................................30

Picture 1.5 Monica asks the kids.............................................................................31

Picture 1.6 Jacob and Monica Argue...................................................................... 31

Picture 1.7 Monica works on chicken farm.............................................................32

Picture 1.8 Jacob punished David........................................................................... 32

Picture 1.9 Jacob designs a warehouse....................................................................33

Picture 1.10 Monica’s working farm chicken......................................................... 33

Picture 1.11 Monica takes care of the chicken........................................................34

Picture 1.12 Korean immigrant family in church....................................................35

Picture 1.13 David meets his new friend.................................................................35

Picture 1.14 Anne interact with her new friend...................................................... 36

Picture 1.15 Monica get to know her new neighbor............................................... 36

Picture 1.16 David joked with his grandmother......................................................37

Picture 1.17 Grandma replied to David’s joke........................................................38

Picture 1.18 Dinner with neighbor for the first time...............................................39

Picture 1.19 Monica’s friendliness towards her neighbor.......................................39

Picture 1.20 Jacob shows his dream of owning land ..............................................40

Picture 1.21 Jacob shows his dream to his children................................................40



xv

Picture 1.22 Korean immigrant family faces the storm.......................................... 41

Picture 1.23 David helps Jacob in finding a water source...................................... 42

Picture 1.24 Jacob packages the harvest................................................................. 42

Picture 1.25 Anna and David asked Grandma to come home.................................43

Picture 1.26 Anne and David took grandmother home...........................................44

Picture 1.27 Jacob hugs Monica..............................................................................44

Picture 1.28 Korean immigrant family sleeps together...........................................45

Picture 1.29 Korean immigrant family meets their neighbor..................................46

Picture 1.30 Jacob and David respected their neighbors.........................................47

Picture 1.31 Jacob uses a tractor............................................................................. 47

Picture 1.32 Anne helps Monica............................................................................. 48

Picture 1.33 Jacob succeedfully collaborated ........................................................ 48

Picture 1.34 Korean vegetables are starting to be harvested...................................49

Picture 1.35 Monica builds a positive image of her new neighbors....................... 49

Picture 1.36 Jacob built a garden with his neighbor............................................... 50

Picture 1.37 Monica works on a chicken farm........................................................50

Picture 1.38 Monica complained to Jacob.............................................................. 51

Picture 1.39 Monica wa honest about her doubts....................................................52

Picture 1.40 Jacob was confident in his choice.......................................................53

Picture 1.41 Jacob convinces Monica..................................................................... 53

Picture 1.42 Jacob speaks Korean...........................................................................55

Picture 1.43 Jacob teaches David to say thank you.................................................55

Picture 2.1 Jacob poured out his heart.....................................................................57



xvi

Picture 2.2 Monica checked David’s heartbeat.......................................................58

Picture 2.3 David finds it difficult to run................................................................ 59

Picture 2.4 Jacob complain about his job................................................................59

Picture 2.5 Monica and Jacob’s conflict................................................................. 61

Picture 2.6 David doesn’t like his grandmother......................................................61

Picture 2.7 Monica isn’t sure about Jacob...............................................................63

Picture 2.8 Jacob worked hard on his plantation ....................................................63

Picture 2.9 Jacob shows his dream to his children..................................................65

Picture 2.10 Monica tries to reassure Jacob............................................................ 65

Picture 2.11 Anne trying to adapt to her new friend............................................... 65

Picture 2.12 David making new friend....................................................................66

Picture 2.13 Grandmother trying to get close to Jacob........................................... 66

Picture 2.14 Grandmother trying to approach her grandchildren............................66



xvii

Salsabilla, Audrey Fitriana. (2024). American Dream in the Film Minari:
Representation of Korean Immigrant Family in America. Undergraduate Thsesis.
Yogyakarta. Ahmad Dahlan University.

ABSTRACT
This research is entitled American Dream in film Minari: Representation of
Korean Immigrant Family in America. This research is based on the social
inequality that still occurs in this world, including in America. This research aims
to analyze the value of American Dream represented in Minari film. It also aims
to understand the motivation that drives the characters in Minari to pursue their
dreams in America.

The researcher use a qualitative approach technique to obtain data. The researcher
use Minari’s film as the main source and related journals or articles as the
secondary data. In analyzing the data, researchers use two approaches, namely the
sociological approach and the psychological approach. The researcher use
Hofstede's cultural dimension theory and Abaraham Maslow's hierarchy of needs
theory. Hofstede's cultural dimension theory analyzes the social value of
American culture as the value used to achieve the American Dream, while the
hierarchy of needs theory analyzes the motivation to achieve the American Dream.
Based on this analysis, Korean immigrant families achieve the American Dream
by reflecting the American cultural values they fulfill, namely individualism,
freedom, competition, privacy, equality, informality; future, change, and progress;
humanity; time; achievement, action, work, and materialism; and directness and
assertiveness. Motivation to achieve the American Dream is also revealed through
Maslow's five Hierarchies of Needs, physiological needs including income and
home; security needs including financial stability, family health, and security
concerns; love needs including relationships within the family; self-esteem needs
including recognition and confidence; self-actualization needs including
developing potential to achieve success.

Keywords : American Dream, Korean Immigrant, American Cultural Value,
Cultural Dimension, Human Needs.
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Salsabilla, Audrey Fitriana. (2024). Impian Amerika dalam Film Minari:
Representasi Keluarga Imigran Korea di Amerika. Tesis Sarjana. Yogyakarta.
Universitas Ahmad Dahlan.

INTISARI
Penelitian ini berjudul Impian Amerika dalam Film Minari: Representasi
Keluarga Imigran Korea di Amerika. Penelitian ini berlatar belakang atas
kesenjangan sosial yang masih terjadi di dunia ini, termasuk di Amerika.
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis nilai Impian Amerika yang
direpresentasikan di film Minari. Penelitian ini juga bertujuan untuk memahami
motivasi yang mendorong tokoh di film Minari untuk mengejar impian mereka di
Amerika.

Peneliti menggunakan teknik pendekatan kualitatif untuk memperoleh data.
Peneliti menggunakan film Minari sebagai sumber utama dan jurnal atau artikel
terkait sebagai data sekunder. Dalam menganalisis data, peneliti menggunakan
dua pendekatan, yaitu pendekatan sosiologi dan pendekatan psikologi. Peneliti
menggunakan teori dimensi budaya Hofstede dan teori hirarki kebutuhan
Abaraham Maslow. Teori dimensi budaya Hofstede menganalisis nilai sosial
budaya Amerika sebagai nilai yang dipakai untuk mencapai Impian Amerika,
sedangkan teori hirarki kebutuhan menganalisis motivasi dalam mencapai Impian
Amerika.

Berdasarkan analisis ini, keluarga imigran Korea berhasil mencapai American
Dream dengan merefleksikan nilai-nilai budaya Amerika yang mereka penuhi,
yaitu individualisme, kebebasan, kompetisi, privasi, kesetaraan, informalitas;
masa depan, perubahan, dan kemajuan; kemanusiaan; waktu; pencapaian,
tindakan, pekerjaan, dan materialisme; serta keterusterangan dan ketegasan.
Motivasi untuk mencapai American Dream juga terungkap melalui lima Hierarki
Kebutuhan Maslow, diantaranya adalah kebutuhan fisiologis termasuk pendapatan
dan rumah; kebutuhan keamanan termasuk stabilitas keuangan, kesehatan
keluarga, dan masalah keamanan; kebutuhan cinta termasuk hubungan dalam
keluarga; kebutuhan harga diri termasuk pengakuan dan kepercayaan diri;
kebutuhan aktualisasi diri termasuk mengembangkan potensi untuk mencapai
kesuksesan.

Kata Kunci : Impian Amerika, Imigran Korea, Nilai Budaya Amerika, Dimensi
Budaya, Kebutuhan Manusia.
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