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ANALYSIS OF WOMAN RESISTANCE OF THE MAIN
CHARACTER IN CHRISTINE CLAYFIELD’S NOVEL
NO FOURTH RIVER

2023

Jesi Putriani
Universitas Ahmad Dahlan
jesi1900026037 @webmail.uad.ac.id

ABSTRACT

This research is entitled Analysis of Woman Resistance of The Main
Character in Christine Clayfield's Novel No Fourth River. This study aims to reveal
the forms of woman resistance that exist in the main character of the novel No
Fourth River and to determine the impact obtained from woman resistance that has
been carried out by the main character in the novel.

This study uses liberal feminist theory from Naomi Wolf's perspective using
qualitative research methods. Data are collected from novels, journals, and books
in the form of words, sentences, and conversations. The researcher chose data
related to woman resistance in the main character. The data that has been collected
is analyzed based on Naomi Wolf's theory.

The results of this study show that Christine's female resistance has five
forms including desire, courage, independence, firmness, and hard work. Of the
five forms of resistance that brought Christine to the success she wanted and
brought significant social changes to her life. The impact gained from women's
resistance to Christine is in the form of self-confidence, social status, money, and

love.

Keywords: Women's resistance, liberal feminism, feminism, literature.
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A. Introduction

Since ancient times, women have always been considered weak creatures who
cannot stand alone and are always seen as dependent on others (Wolf, 1994). In
social life, many women are the object of problems, even today they still occur,
such as sexual harassment and physical violence. Most women have been sexually
harassed in the workplace. The court system is almost useless in preventing rape
and domestic violence, and women are paid less than men to do the same work. But
we tend to talk about these obstacles as if they were insurmountable as if we were
living in a Fascist state where women could not have the right to speak and vote
(Wolf, 1994). There are many stories of women who live under pressure from
people around them or even people who are very close to them. Some of them
accept the pressure and have trauma afterward, however, there are also those who
provide resistance with the strength they have so they can get out of the pressure
they are facing.

Stating that real human rights are when humans are free from other human
authorities and are not under the will of any human without her approval (Annatasya
& Lutfi, 2021). Most women's lives are dominated by men, indeed basically the
majority of men are stronger than women. Many women can not lift large rocks,
while most men can do it. Because there is a power difference between men and
women, many women are underestimated in all aspects of life. That's what makes
a lot of pressure arise from the closest person or not. Many women live with rules
and pressure that are very tortuous and far from being free.

Gender equality is the struggle of women to get the same rights as men, namely
rights as fellow human beings both in the eyes of the law and society (Wolf, 1994).
Like her, North London rap queen Debbie Fagan doesn't want to be seen as a
feminist but she believes in selling rights. Life is short, you have to struggle to do
what you want (Wolf, 1994). The pressures experienced by many women require
them to begin to see themselves as strong agents of change, not as helpless victims.
A person who lives under pressure from the people around her has the strength and
courage to take action that can bring her out of that situation so that she can have a

better life according to her wishes. As fellow human beings, women have the right
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to choose their way and direction of life, have the right to lead their own life, and
have the right to be aware that their life does not depend on anyone but themselves,
in the sense that they can live freely (Wolf, 1994).

Women's resistance is an attitude of survival, trying to fight, fighting with the
strengths and resources they have (Maghfiroh & Zawawi, 2020). Resistance is often
associated with deliberate rebellion with one's natural strengths as a goal to escape
from a stressful situation. It is easier for women to understand past events and act
based on the understanding that occurred in the past, and if they experience major
changes within themselves, then all the problems they will face can be revealed
more easily.

Women's resistance refers to a woman's potential which is a reflection of her
life experience. Women have power, strength, and full rights over their lives, not
falling into grief due to laws that are socially constructed by society (Maghfiroh &
Zawawi, 2020). As Naomi Wolf said in her book Fire with Fire which reflects the
description of the theory of strength feminism with the explanation of resistance
above, power feminism encourages women to identify with each other and show
strength together, instead of identifying the vulnerabilities and weaknesses
experienced by women (Wolf, 1994). Women's resistance took various forms,
according to the capabilities possessed by each individual. The forms of women's
resistance itself are usually independence, toughness, firmness, courage, etc.

Many types of problems are experienced by various women, some are caused
by internal family factors, and some are caused by external factors. The problem
that I want to discuss in this study is the problem of what forms of female resistance
exist in the main character of the novel No Fourth River who lives full of pressure
from her family and tries to get out of this pressure to seek freedom and justice for
her survival better. The gap in this study lies in the object being studied, namely the
main character Christine in the novel No Fourth River by Christine Clayfield which
has never been studied before and the next gap lies in the aspects studied in this
study that are different from those that have been studied previously.

The problem with the object of this research lies in the main character in the

novel No Fourth River, namely Christine whose life is full of acts of violence from
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her father and husband. Christine is a daughter who grows and is brought up under
pressure from her father and the people around her. She is the only daughter of four
children. But that didn't make her special. Even though Christine was an only
daughter, she was always considered weak, stupid, and useless among her other
siblings by her father. Not infrequently Christine was often beaten and locked up in
the basement if what she did was not according to her father's wishes, while her
brother when he made a mistake did not get as badly punished as Christine. For
Christine, her father was a tyrant who oppressed her and trained her to live a life of
misery and slavery. Christine's father was used to mental abuse and physical
beatings. Christine was never allowed to be friends with anyone except members
of her family, the only woman she could talk to was her mother.

The pressure that happened to Christine didn't just stop when she was little but
continued into adulthood. Because her father's temperament would never change
towards her, after 18 years of living with her fearful moods and under constant
threats of violence, Christine was done with it. Christine decides to leave home and
live her own life. Instead of having a better life and being far from violence, what
happened was not as beautiful as she had imagined. How can Christine fight back
when she lives full of stress and past trauma that she has and proves that she can
live full of freedom and success as woman. Women's oppression of Christine
occurred not because of the mistakes she made, but because of the patriarchal
culture that her father and husband also adhered to. In general, daughters in a family
were treated well and educated with love, and so was the wife who should be treated
like a queen, but Christine was treated the other way around. Of the many injustices
and oppression that Christine has experienced, this is the reason why this research
needs to be done. This research will describe the forms of women's resistance that
managed to survive and provide resistance to achieve the desired goals, namely
freedom and justice for their lives. From the descriptions and explanations
contained in this research, it is hoped that it will benefit many women out there who
are experiencing pressures and problems in their lives.

Someone who has gone through periods of struggle will feel that life is freedom

and justice. They can go out and live life the way they want without having to feel
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afraid of the things that come their way. The strength they have becomes their guide
to deal with the problems that occur in front of them. Clearly, it will take more than
building alternative women's power structures to shift the viewpoint to women's
equality. But we've seen what works and what doesn't work for women, and we can
look ahead to ways in which women's power can be built to transform the twenty-
first century. What works best for most women are the heavy yields and flexible
ideology (Wolf, 1994).

This study uses the liberal feminist theory from Naomi Wolf about power
feminism which discusses women's resistance. Wolf explains about Power
feminism, she wants more for women. Wolf has a feminist principle in the theory
of power that she writes. The principle of feminism means that women are as
important as men, women have the right to determine their lives, women's
experiences are important, women have the right to tell the truth about their
experiences, women deserve more than anything they don't get because they are
women (Wolf, 1994). The reason for using this theory is because it can help to
understand the phenomena or problems that occur in this research as depicted in
Christine who lives under pressure from her father and husband and tries to fight
back to get out of the pressure and can prove that as a woman, Christine can do
anything that she wants. Naomi Wolf's theory also fully explains the forms of

woman resistance that can be explained in the novel No Fourth River.

B. Methodology

There are two data sources used in this research. The primary data for this
research comes from the entire book, such as monologues, dialogues, the
atmosphere created, each conflict, and its solution. This research uses a novel
published in 2017 by Christine Clayfield. Secondary data uses other journals,
theses, and reviews on black feminism and other related research.

Data sampling was carried out using documentation methods and recording
techniques. According to Sugiyono (2015:329), documentation is a method used to

obtain data and information in the form of books, archives, documents, written
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numbers and images in the form of reports and information that can support
research. Documentation is used to collect data and observe it, then analyze it to
obtain conclusions as a result of research. Data collection was analyzed using
qualitative descriptive research. According to Sugiyono (2009:13) qualitative
research methods are called interpretive methods because research data results are
more concerned with interpreting data found in the field. In this research,
researchers will use liberal feminist analysis methods that focus on women's

resistance

C. Results and Discussion

In this chapter, the researcher answers research questions. To analyze
women's resistance to the main character of the novel No Fourth River. The first
step is to find forms of women's struggle that are based on inequality and women's
oppression from patriarchal power. From every form of women's resistance that
exists in the main character of the novel No Fourth River that will be found, each
has a cause as a background that leads to acts of resistance. The scope of women's
resistance to Christine's character is discussed one by one in this section. Then
further analysis is to determine Christine's impact after carrying out an act of
resistance as a woman.

1. Resistance of The Main Character in The Novel

The problems faced by the main character regarding inequality and the

oppression of women from patriarchal power are reflected in the novel No

Fourth River. In this context, the main character in the novel deals with her

problems by fighting against those who put pressure and problems in her

life. This resistance was carried out by Christine based on a desire to change
her way of life to get out of the cycle of oppression of women she
experienced. Christine shows some of her resistance actions in the form of
positive characteristics that she has. Using the concept of resistance in
liberal feminism from Naomi Wolf about power feminism which aims to

liberate women from injustice between women and men, Christine's
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resistance has several forms including desire, courage, independence,
firmness, and hard work.
a. Desire
Wolf said that every woman's childhood wish for happiness

and power was captured in her fantasies. The fantasies that are often
created, will bring out the wishes of big hopes and dreams for
women. Not even a few of them can survive and fight in their lives
because a wish must come true. Human desire is the basis of all
human action (Yulianti N, 2020). According to critics such as
Andrea Dworkin, the goal of eros is mutuality. But what do we do
when we discover that, even after all that heightened awareness
there will be a desire, not for revenge but to reach out and possess
desire (Wolf, 1994). It can be seen in Christine's character who often
has desires and fantasies about what she wants to achieve amidst the
difficulties she faces.

My sadness, which had always been a deep anger festering
beneath the surface, started to ripen into rage. | found myself
unwilling to follow the rules any longer. | wanted nothing
more than to run away from my life and everything in it.
(Clayfield, 2017: 55)
In the paragraph above, it can be seen that Christine began to realize
that the things that were happening in her life were not right.
Christine decided she didn't want to follow rules anymore, both in
medicine and in her household because it only made her condition
worse and more stressful. Christine's desire to escape from the life
she is currently living is the biggest factor due to her father's
unrelenting mental abuse. Physical violence and insults are always
received every day. The nickname of a stupid child who is never
useful is always said by her father. A life full of torment and pressure
made Christine a strong character. Even so, she grew up to be a very
loving child, she wanted love and wanted to share her love with

others.
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b. Courage
Wolf emphasized that women have complete freedom over their

way of life, and do not need permission to achieve gender equality.
Women should have potential, act aggressively, and be brave in
facing all challenges (Maghfiroh & Zawawi, 2020). Similar to the
actions taken by Christine, after years of living with threats of
violence she dared to take action to leave her home to leave all the
pressure, mental abuse, and physical violence that came from her
father. This was a very brave decision made by Christine because
she left aimlessly. Even though in the end Christine was stuck with
her decision, at least she was free and could live away from her
father's violence. This is shown in the paragraph below:

“I'm leaving. And I'm never coming back!” I declared
frantically, taking three stairs at a time. | could hear him
coming after me, but | was faster. | made it down the stairs
quickly; then burst out of the front door.

“Where are you going?” my father called to me from the

front door.

“Anywhere is better than where you live!” I shouted back

to him, seething. It was the final straw for me.

After 18 years of living with his random moods and under

the constant threat of violence, | was done with it

(Clayfield, 2017: 73).

All decisions taken will always have consequences, the most
important thing is being able to be accountable for the decisions that
have been chosen. Women's courage does not mean that women do
everything they can to become superior, women's courage means
that women can take full responsibility for their gender roles
(Maghfiroh & Zawawi, 2020). In her life, Christine is always faced
with so many difficult choices.

c. Independence

Wolf asserts that women have masculine ideas about

independence (Wolf, 1994). Women's independence is formed due

to many factors, one of the factors is formed from their life
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experiences. Christine has gone through many challenging things in
her life. Christine's self-strength to endure all the difficulties in her
life has shaped her to become a woman who is independent in all
things. As illustrated in the paragraph below:

I had to get my life together on my own, without any
financial help from anyone. | stepped out into the world like
a child on their first day of school, bright eyed and nervous.
My self-esteem was super low and | worried a lot about my
appearance.

| started by working for Kane in his diamond company,
which was just across the road from my mum’s house.

(Clayfield, 2017: 105)
The paragraph above explains that Christine is ready to take
responsibility for her own life without the help of her family,
including without financial assistance from anyone. Christine
started working at the diamond company owned by her brother
Kane, she got a position as a secretary and was in charge of
managing all employee salaries. For Christine, the job was just a
transition for her to stand independently and start planning her own
business. Having experience winning triathlon trophies taught
Christine to apply what she does to achieve victory. She tries to
apply the principles she used to achieve victory in sports to his
business, she will work hard until he succeeds.

d. Firmness

Naomi Wolf emphasized that women must be strong and
opinionated to prove themselves with free will and break away from
male hegemony. Women have strong potential and resilience in
facing all challenges (Maghfiroh & Zawawi, 2020).

That was the end of my heavy drinking. | never drunk whisky,
vodka or spirits again. | had learned that day that those kinds
of drinks can mess with your brain, give you blackouts and
make you lose control. (Clayfield, 2017: 95)
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In the quote above, Christine shows firmness towards herself. She
said that there would never again be liquor on her. Christine realized
that drinking would only make her brain more chaotic and make her
lose control of herself. And from then on she convinced herself
never to get drunk again and to hate herself when she was out of

control.
e. Hard Work

Christine has no diploma in accounting and has a criminal record.
However, she knows accounting and is learning computer
programming through night school. Christine wants to work even
harder and find a job that pays more and also wants to avoid her
husband to keep her safe. This can be shown in the following

paragraphs:

I never got my diploma for accountancy. Instead, | had a
criminal record for stealing a binder. At least | had the
accountancy knowledge. | returned to evening school to
study something new: computer programming. | had to find
a way to earn more money, and more importantly, | had to
stay out of Harry’s way for my safety. (Clayfield, 2017: 90)
Wolf says that you learn to lose and get back up to work hard. You
have to develop a definite work ethic because that is fair. The
playing field is leveled by talent and hard work. It will make a win
(Wolf, 1994). When Christine decided to participate in a triathlon,
at first she was not satisfied with the performance she gave.
Christine was 32nd out of 200 people in the triathlon. However, she
had the determination and belief that she could do better. Two
months later, Christine achieved her goal and won a triathlon.
Christine felt very proud and happy to be a winner. She felt great

and won first place on the podium and received a gold cup.
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Christine felt unstoppable and continued to win and win honors in

the races that followed.

2. The Impact of Women's Resistance on The Main Character

The resistance carried out by women certainly has a definite
purpose. Like the resistance put on by the main character in the novel No
Fourth River, Christine. Christine's success in fighting can bring significant
social changes to her life. From this, Christine can help change people’s
perceptions of women's roles and abilities and fight for gender equality in
various aspects of life. The impact of resistance received by Christine
includes self-confidence, social status, money, and love.

a. Self-Confidence

The mental abuse that Christine experienced in the past made her
feel insecure so she felt worthless and useless to anyone. But her desire
to prove and fight against that statement was answered by the

achievements she had made. This is illustrated in the quote below:

Winning the triathlon and swimming taught me that I could win at
anything with enough effort. I was ready to move on. (Clayfield,
2017: 107)

The quote above shows Christine who won the triathlon with her
persistence to continue to practice and develop her abilities with full
determination that she will be the best in everything she does. As Wolf
said, athletic is one of the best things to happen to women. You learn
that it's okay to win, to compete. You are competing against yourself.
You see results when you work for it. From there you develop a new
enthusiasm for taking on challenges because you overcome so much
(Wolf, 1994).

b. Social Status
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Christine's success in the cause she is engaged in also earns her
greater influence in society and the workplace. Christine can become an
influential leader and decision-maker, and have a more heard voice on
women's voices, rights, and other issues they care about. Christine wants
all of Belgium to know about Acer, she has relations with the directors
of the biggest companies in Belgium and Luxembourg. It made her a
huge hit, everyone was talking about her in the computer industry.
Christine was suddenly all over the media everywhere everyone could
see her. This is due to the achievement of sales of millions of computers
and is known as a phenomenon in the computer industry where a woman

beats her male competitors. This can be shown in the following quote:

The following headlines were seen all over magazines and
newspapers:

- Hard lady—soft solutions!

- A phenomenon in the computer business!

- This woman makes millions in sales!

- Being the managing director of a computer company: that’s
emancipation for you! - Dynamic Lady is managing director of a
computer company!

- The manager is a woman!

- This lady reached the top in a male world!

- Only 1% of girls reach the top!

Few women in Belgium had ever achieved what | did and none in
the computer industry, which was a male-dominated field. The risk
| took with the exhibition paid off and my income was increasing.
(Clayfield, 2017: 136)

The paragraph above shows Christine's extraordinary achievement.
Christine reached the peak of her success in the business world, no
woman in Belgium has ever achieved what she has done in the computer
industry. Therefore, Christine has the strength and experience that can

inspire many people about her extraordinary struggle in life.

c. Money
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Christine's resistance eventually brought her to the point of success
she wanted. She officially became a successful businesswoman in
England. This success proves that she is valuable. Christine becomes a
successful businesswoman in England, proving once again that she is

not useless or worthless. This is illustrated in the quote below:

I have achieved more than the average woman: through sheer hard

work and dedication | am in the top income earners in the UK.

(Clayfield, 2017: 176)

Wolf points out that for the first time, many women know that their
money seems important and that it can make them stronger as women

rather than tear them down (Wolf, 1994).
d. Love

Christine realized that she didn't need material things to be happy. They
don't last but memories last forever. She doesn't collect things, instead,
she collects happy moments. Nobody can buy love, no matter how much
money you have. Because money can come and go so fast but love will
last forever. All this time Christine wanted to have loving love, she
wanted to be loved and to love, and in the end, she found Richard who

loved her. This can be shown in the following paragraph.

Richard’s gentle touch, reassuring smile, endless devotion and
sweet love have been a source of strength throughout the years.
Every single day | feel loved and | am forever grateful for Richard,
just for being Richard. (Clayfield, 2017: 178)
As Wolf said that after experiencing one long and tiring moment, part
of what one wants is to be a fighter for justice, and part of what the world

wants most is love.
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D. Conclusion

The researcher has found the results of the analysis that has been done. In
the previous chapter, the researcher analyzed the issue of gender inequality
described in No Fourth River based on an analysis of liberal feminism. The
character Christine in the novel No Fourth River, shows that women's liberation
refers to what they want to fight for. In the novel, Christine has a dream to live
without pressure and wants to feel love in her life. Not only that, but she also
wanted the freedom to choose her path in life without pressure from any party.
Even though she was trapped in a life filled with oppression several times,
finally Christine was able to get out and free herself by resistance. Christine's
resistance is carried out by using the concept of resistance in liberal feminism
based on Naomi Wolf's perspective which consists of five forms, namely desire,
courage, independence, firmness, and hard work.

By starting to dream up little things of desire and planning them like when
Christine wanted freedom and didn't want to follow rules anymore. With the
courage she had, Christine decided to leave home and never return as well as
Christine's independent nature that allowed her to survive when no one could
help her and to prove that she could stand on her own feet with the abilities she
had. The researcher also found that Christine's character is firm in facing
various failures that occur in her life. From the many failures that have been
experienced, Christine learns many things. The more often Christine
experiences failure, the more she knows what she needs to prepare for her plans.
And of course, Christine is constantly trying to evaluate herself to be a better
version and is ready to work hard for the goals she wants.

With the success she has achieved, Christine has managed to become a
successful businesswoman in England and proves that no woman is worthless.
In addition to getting everything she wanted, researchers also found that
Christine managed to get the love she wanted to have all this time. Richard is
Christine's love and sense of security that makes her feel so loved. From all of

these things, the researcher can conclude that the resistance of women reflected
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by Christine in the novel No Fourth River has got everything she wants.
Christine has got rights and freedom and justice as a woman, she can prove that
women and men have the same position in the eyes of society and women
deserve more than anything they don't get because they are women. And the
various things that happened to Christine can help change people's perceptions
of women's roles and abilities and fight for gender equality in various aspects
of life.

Based on the findings, Christine's act of resistance to get out of the cycle of
oppression in the form of physical violence and mental abuse that she had
experienced led to extraordinary achievements. Unknowingly all the things that
Christine wanted could come true because of the hard work she had done.
Christine's success in women's resistance can bring significant social changes
to her life. The impact of women's resistance obtained by Christine in the novel
includes self-confidence, social status, money, and love. The confidence that
Christine portrayed when she won a triathlon made her feel more confident and
taught her that she can win at anything with enough effort. The social status
earned by Christine is illustrated when she is successful in her business, she
even becomes the hottest topic of conversation throughout Belgium that there
are women who can beat their male competitors in the business world.

In short, the inequality that occurs in the main character of the novel No
Fourth River is an example of a form of patriarchal culture that still occurs
frequently, where women are still oppressed for no apparent reason. From
various failures and struggles and proving to yourself and others that you can
achieve and do what you want, this can help change people's perceptions of
women's roles and abilities and fight for gender equality in various aspects of
life.
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