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INJUSTICE EXPERIENCE BY DAVID GALE AS DEPICTED IN THE 

FILM THE LIFE OF DAVID GALE (2003) 

 

By 

Ananda Aisyah Ragil Saputri 

ABSTRACT 

 The concept of retributive theory emphasises that punishment should be 

proportional to the violation and that wrongdoers deserve punishment based on 

their moral guilt. This punishment has an impact on a person's internal condition, 

through coping strategies; a person reacts to the problems he faces. This study 

aims to explore how the concept of retributive theory of justice sees the 

punishment dropped to the main character and analysing the behaviour of the 

main character towards the problem he faced in the film The Life of David Gale 

(2003). 

 The researcher used a qualitative method. Data collection was carried out 

to be sorted, understood, and analysed. It was used to answer the problem 

formulation through scenes, dialogue, and script of the film. As an output of 

American studies that applied interdisciplinary studies, the researcher used two 

theories, Retributive Theory of Justice (1797) by Immanuel Kant and The 

Transactional Theory of Stress and Coping (TTSC) (1948) by Lazarus & 

Folkman. 

The findings of this study found that in the film The Life of David Gale 

(2003) the main character involved the concept of retributive theory including 

proportionality and moral desert, and respect for autonomy. This study also shows 

the condition of the main character in facing the problems that includes dealing 

with the stressor, primary appraisal, secondary appraisals, also the results of 

coping. 

Keywords: Justice, Behaviour, Retributive Theory, Stress Response, The Life of 

David Gale 

 

 

 

 



xvi 
 

INTISARI 

 Konsep teori retributif menekankan bahwa hukuman harus proporsional 

dengan pelanggaran dan bahwa pelaku kesalahan pantas dihukum berdasarkan 

kesalahan moralnya. Hukuman ini berdampak pada kondisi internal seseorang, 

melalui strategi koping; seseorang bereaksi terhadap masalah yang dihadapinya. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengeksplorasi bagaimana konsep teori keadilan 

retributif melihat hukuman yang dijatuhkan kepada tokoh utama dan menganalisis 

perilaku tokoh utama terhadap masalah yang dihadapinya dalam film The Life of 

David Gale (2003). 

 Peneliti menggunakan metode kualitatif. Pengumpulan data dilakukan 

dengan cara memilah, memahami, dan menganalisis data. Data digunakan untuk 

menjawab rumusan masalah melalui adegan, dialog, dan naskah film. Sebagai 

keluaran dari kajian Amerika yang menerapkan kajian interdisipliner, peneliti 

menggunakan dua teori, yaitu Retributive Theory of Justice (1797) oleh Immanuel 

Kant dan The Transactional Theory of Stress and Coping (TTSC) (1948) oleh 

Lazarus & Folkman. 

 Hasil penelitian ini menemukan bahwa dalam film The Life of David Gale 

(2003) tokoh utama melibatkan konsep teori retributif yang meliputi 

proporsionalitas dan keadilan moral, serta penghormatan terhadap otonomi. 

Penelitian ini juga menunjukkan kondisi tokoh utama dalam menghadapi masalah 

yang meliputi penanganan stresor, penilaian primer, penilaian sekunder, serta 

menghadapi situasi. 

Kata Kunci: Keadilan, Perilaku, Teori Retribusi, Respon Stres, The Life of David Gale 


